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-| From the earlieft’ ages of Chriftianity it appears, that the 
"Church of Chrift has been ‘fully purfuaded of the ‘utility and 
importance of. brief Summaries of: Chriftian Doirines. ‘This ~ 
_.. 1s evident, from the :confeffions .of faith which have been com-` _ 
` pofed and circulated, in‘every age and country, where the Gof- 
‘pel has been known and Churches have been formed. - SU ee es 


1 That there has always been a good ufe made of them, no one. 
~ Swill pretend. But, that they may be important and ferve ta 
‘=` ynereafe knowledge, as to divine truth, is exceedingly obvious. > 
> There are’ many, ‘in every age and in‘all places, who ate fo. 
_ deftitute of a fenfe of the importance: of Religion, thatthey =. 
’~ would never attend to the facred Scriptures, with that degree of ->` 
- engagednefs, which is neceflary, to colleét, from them, any 
thing like a fyftem of doétrines. But, by the aid of acompen- /": 
-dium of the dottrines and duties of the Gofpel, accurately. 
z drawn up, with fcripture proofs ; they may, in a fhort time; 
-arrive at the knowledge of. every important truth.“ And, mot -47 
"Certainly, it would greatly affift {uch as have an inquifitive tum = 
OF mind. O e a E Te EP 


< ~ Belides, fuch as are inclined to devote but a fmall portion of 
“time to religious fubje€ts, may have patience, or curiofity at. 
leaft, to perufe a compendium of Chriftian Doétrines, while = 
<- they negle& the Sacred Volume.—And, farther, fuch aSumma- = 
Fy would naturally lead the. mind to apprehend the conneGion = 
~ and Aarmony of the various truths which compofe the Chriftian |. 
; {yftem, as it prefents them to the mind, nearly in one view. In. 
. addition to thefe confiderations, it is apprehended, that fuch a... 
< Summary is well calculated to heighten the comforts and.enjoy- 
“ments of real Chriftians, who build all their hopes of- future 
"glory ‘on the Gofpel Syftem.. “When the foundation of all their 
+: hopes is exhibited, as it is in the Summary under confideration, 
it muft be highly calculated to raife their joys, increafe their com= 
forts, and ftrengthen their faith, - LSS ae 


INTRODUCTION. ws 
"From a perfuafion and conviGiion of the utitity and impor. 
-tance of fuch a compendium, the Miffionary Society of Conne& 
 Jeut, at their meeting, on the third Tuefday of June 1803, Voted,” 

~o © That the Truftees of this Society be requefted, to prepare or pr 
`- cure, publifb and diftribute, a: Summary of the Chriflian Dottrinesy a 
«for the benofit of the people in the New Settlements” The view the 
. -+> Society had in fuch a publication, was not to di€tate articles of © 
2 faith, but-to.aid and affift their brethren and friends in the New =. 
<.. Settlements, wha but partially enjoy the means of inftrudtion, . 

win forming their faith, er ts 


-t The Truftees, in conformity to the withes of the Miffionary.: 
=z Society, have united in the following Summary. It comprifes, « 
-c4 in as fhort a compafs, the various Chriftian Doétrines and duties, 
_.. As itis thought will confift with perlpicuity.. There is not an 
-U Attempt fully to obviate the objections, which the oppofers of the = 
< do€trines of Chiiftianty have ufually made, às it would {wel © 
the work to too greata fize. All that is aimed. at, is, to thew- 
‘what “dodtrinés are taught in the Sacred Scriptures, with fomè 
references tö fuch paffages as contain them. “It is hoped it may 
Anftruét the ignorant, affit ferious: inquirers, and afford edifica- 

_ tion and comfort tothe \Chriftian mind.: Let. it bé faithful 

"perufed;'and as far as itis found to exprefs, the Tentiments a 

; ` doĉtrines contained in the fcriptures, let it be received ; and the 
_ End propofed in the publication of it will be‘anfwered. S 


CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. AND PRACTICE. 


` oft the bing fo a ; God.. 


r oT SHAT. fomething has been from eternity | is a plain ¢ dic- 

. tate. of. reafon : for, on- the contrary fuppofition, the 
Uniti muft have {prung out of nothing, without any caufe or _ 
reafon whatever ;.and the whole. ground of our reafoning from 
effet to caufe is fubverted: but a fuppofition: which fubverts a 
main ground of our. teafoning i is plainly contrary to reafon. me 


That fomething cannot be matter becaufe matter is unin- 
telligent: : for, it is as contrary to reafon to fuppofe unintelligent 
‘matter Thould produce intelligence, as to fuppole nothing fhould 
produce fomething z: and becaufe, matter'is mutable ; . for, mu- 


tability and eternity are incompatible.:. That fomething:cannot =<) 


be finite intelligence, for this is equally mutable as matter, 


2g: “hat eternal Jometbing, then, muft be infinite satelligened; 
: and the ‘ecaufe of all things which are not eternal, as finite fpir- 
-= jts and matter 5 “and is the being o or -exiftence c which we call 
Gop. -, > 


Eregi The viible Heavens, the Earth and the Seas and all that 
> in them is, in their nature, order ‘and ufe; bear as evident marks 
of defign, as the moft curious: works of man’s device 5 and in 
» both, we are: irefiftibly ted by. the Appearance: ‘of delign to infer 
: s  defgner. op ae 


~ 8 ge The defigner of the Heavens, the Earth andthe Seas, ana of 
, the various creatures therein, could not be themfelves: for no crea- 
o thre or thing can be the defigner of its own exiftence and original - 
perfeQion. -Mar cannot be fuppofed the defigner of the works” 


we natare ‘becaufe, the Production of of thofe works infinitely oe 


g z: 


port . aoe é l 
` g —— N oot coe ; 
‘eanfcends his wifdom and power; particularly, not of him-. 
{elf : and for this further reafon, that he cannot exercife wifdom 

- ‘and power before he is, with a view to produce himfelf. The- 
` parent cannot be the defigner of the offspring, and the abfurd 
{uppofition of a: fucceflion of patent. and offspring without a - 

_ beginning would not help the matter, becaufe the whole feries 
~~ would be without a defignery or any caufe at: all. The Defigner 
: “then of the -works of nature muft be the Eternal and Infinite 
_ Intelligence, or God : and to him is due eternal homage from ` 
~ all his rational offspring. Thus every houfe is builded by fome 


“. man, ‘but he that built all things is God. ....- OE heel 

_ 6. Hence it follows, that God is immaterial, or a pure Spir- > 

its felf-exiftent or uncaufed by any thing prior to, or without 
himfelf.-He exifts by neceffity of nature, or the reafon of his ; 

~ exiftence refults from his effential nature as God: and though - 
‘that reafon be incomprehenfible by finite minds, the fuppofition, 

of his non-exiftence is the greateft of all abfurdities, repugnant, — 

to the cleareft dictates of reafon, and every way deftroys itfelf. -> 


“CHAPTER IL. 500 oe 
(Off the means whereby God maketh bimfelf known. 
(COD is" invifible “except in his operations, arid in his 
l ore word: : In thefe he makes himfelf known to finite 
< minds, im fuch order and progreffion as is beft fuited to their 
~. -vefpective natures and capacities. Thefe operations ‘and aéts,°. 
taken “together, through. all duration, are a perfect expreflion, .” 
i as far as underitood, of the nature and character of God. Their 
_ delign is to exprefs his nature and character; and as’ none of 
o them: are in vain, they will be more’ and -more tinderftood: 
_. through the progrefs of eternal ages, 9 S E oe 
_ 2e No eventever takes place either with, or without the ini 
<u tervention of means, -inftruments, or fubordinate. agents, but |: 
muft be confidered as an effet of divine power; and will, 
either in its nature, relations,or final iffue, difplay the true 
_o~ ¢haradter of God: and this difplay is the Glory of God, and the. 
_s > endof all his works. Pfalm xix. 1, 2, civ. 24, 25. L 23. Ixxvi, ~ 
z vo TO. - Rom. ix. 17: vote See ome eon s een ee sated 
e e, A The operations and afts of God are comprifed in his civ. 
ing being to creatures, and in his difpofal of them : or, in the ; 
. Works of creation and providence. ` Thefe are ‘unfolded in the 
-revelation he has made of himfelf in the Holy Scriptures. ©. = 


ene 


2000 CHAPTER TIL ioo 
ae a E Of the Haly Scriptures. E AT 


AP FFVHE Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament 
pare _are the word of God and the only perfe& rule of 
'. faith and manners. . 2. Tim. iii. 16. - Some Rs Sanh g" 
a. The proof that thefe Scriptures are the word of God is 
drawn from the following main fources.. ~ gi 


`: The books of the Old ‘Teftament have been acknowledged to. 
be divine by the body of the Jewifh nation, from the times in’ 

-= which they were received into their cannon, and have been 
publicly read as fuch, at their folemn feafts, before the affembled 
nation, and in their fynagogues, on their weekly and other Sab- 
baths and days of folemn worfhip, and have always been, and 

‘now are, the records of the nation. ‘The miraculous faéts and 
events recorded in thofe books are, therefore, true. For, had 
they been forged and introduced, at any period, as the records of - 

-the nation, they would not have been received as true, any more 
than a fimilar ftate of fas’ could now be. palmed upon’ any 
other nation, as their true hiftory.: But, if thofe atts are true, 
the Old Teftament is divine. 0 T O e es 


<> ‘The prophecies contained in the Jewifh Scriptures haye many 
-of them been fulfilled ; efpecially thofe relating. to the Mefi 
-from Genifis to Malachi have received an admirable accomplifh-: . 
~ mentin Jesus. Curisr; in refpect to the time, manner, and: 
_ -cireumftances of his appearance, perfon, offices, chara€ter,: 
_ mighty works, preaching, fufferings, death, burial, refurrection,: 
glorification and progrefs of his kingdom ; and thus prove the = 
. divine authority of thofe. Scriptures, and alfo. of the Scriptures + 
of the New Teftament. 0 5 oe oe : 


The miracles wrought by Jefus Chrift, and br his difciples 
© cin his name, his refurreGtion from the dead, and the miracles.. 
` wrought by his. Apoftles, alfo in his name, for feveral ages after’ 
-his afcenfion, prove that he was what he claimed to be, the Son- 
- of God—the light of the world—the truth and the life—the 
Sent of God—and the way to the Father. For God would not: 
-> have raifed from the dead an impoftor, nor have, in thofe miri- ~ 
> qulous works, fet’ his feal to falfehood. ooi eo 


|. "The atteflation which Jefus Chrift: gave to the Old Teftas:.- 
=o ment Scriptures, in his numerous references to the various parts” < 

| £it3 in his declaration that it behoved. him to fuffer, and toč.. < 

~~ yife from the dead the third day in fulfilment of what was write =: _ 


me ten in the law of Mofes, and in the Prophets, and in the Pialms, 


hk 
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concerning him ; in his dite@tioti ‘te the’ Jews to fearch them as- 
the records which teftified of him ; and in the teftimony of his 
`. Apoftles, by commiffion from him; that all Scripture is given- 
by infpiration of God ; and that the Prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man, but that holy men of old fpake: as they 
~ were moved by the: Holy Gholt, :demonftrates theif truth and 
oi, infpiration, on ee cr akin A 
-i The wonderful agreement of all the’ parts of the Scriptures, 
written, as they were, in different ages of the world,:and by 
erfons of various talents, and in different circumftances, as to 
fact, doctrine, object, defign and end, concéntrating in Chrift 
sand his redemption, proves them divines 9 OF oe any o5 
“The fublime -views they give of God, fuited to create tevers: 
` ence, efteem, Jove, traft, confidence and joy; their. conformity 
. tothe dictates of right realon; the pure morality. they<incul+ 
-> eate, with relfpe@ to ourfelves arid others, an every pofhible con- 
~ dition and relation ; the jaft light in which they place the:char- 
‘adter of man as fallen, depraved, and helplefs, prone- to eviland 
averfe from. good, -alienated from God and from one. another, ` 
“and utterly loftto hope and‘ happinefs; the views they give of 
the plan of falvation through a glorious Mediator—of: ithe per- 
fe& character of the compaflionate Saviour—of his ‘dying © 
.. love—of his atonement, righteoufnefs and interceflion—pf the _ 
“is perpetuity, extent and glory of. his kirigdom—of the Jife and- 
-Enmortality which he has brought to light by the Gofpel, 
‘and af the final and utter deftrudtion of the wicked, are worthy > 
_ 0 God, and fuited to the ftate and condition “oF man, and cor- 
_ tobomte the proof of their divine authority, 0 
o> Tbe fame appears from the: happy effets which the Scrip- 
tures have produced, in the countries where they have been ree 
ceived, in rooting out idolatry and fuperitition į in extirpating 
. the errors and abominable rites of polytheifm ; in diminifhing 
_ the number and publicity of the molt deteftable vices; and, 
: ‘where cordially believed, in renovating the heart3"in reconcile 
-ing ‘mento God and to one another ; in reftoring, in fome.good 
Segre, peace on earth and good will to men im fubduing the 
. palGons which rankle in the heart to the empire of reafon; in 
_ Reconciling mén ta afflition and adverfity; in bearing them 
5 above the world; in Vanquilhing the feass of death and the 
Brave 5. and Th carrying their views forward tò a glorious im- 
mortility = From. the Amimitable fablimity ofa great-part-of © 
; Bole writings, efpecially the prophecies From the finplicity | 
Impartiality which appear in the narration of fas and de 
either adulation or cenfure, © 


We Eaa oe m EEN = 


fotiption-oaf charaGcrs, tree from 


‘ jeaving the reader to draw: his own conclufions.—From the ac- 
cordance of profane hiftory and tradition, recognized in every 
age and nition, with the relation of the moft important faéts and 
events recorded in the Scriptures—From the teftimony of the 
enemies of revealed ' Religion, admitting the reality of the mira- 
cles wrought by Chrift, and, after him, by his difciples through 
feveral ages—From the innumerable references, in the Scrip- 

"tures, to the ftate of things in the world, with refpect to times, 
places, perfons, characters, conditions and events, which have in: 
no fingle inftance been found to be falfe, though. expofed to the ` 
inveftigation of the enemies of Revelation in every age—From 
the confiitent and rational account which they, and they alone, 
give of facrifices, which all the ancient nations offered to their 

Gods; their origin, import.and end ; of circumcifion, which has 


<. been pratifed’ by feveral nations from the days of Abraham to 


the prefent time ;. of the Paflovet and innumerable: other cere- 
monies of the Jewith ritual; their nature, typical relation, ac- 
_complilhment and abrogation in Chrift—From the :grand and 
-extenfive views they prefent us of the dominion of God, over all 
ercatures and things ; of the perfe€tion, immutability, and eter- - 
nal duration of his government ;. and of the nature, progrefs and 
> final glory-of his Kingdom. 7. 00 ent + wee a 
The fame appears from the charaéter, circumftances and prof- 
peéts of the witnefles of the truth in every age; patticularly in 
‘the age of the Apoftles. The account we have of thefe firit 
“witneffes, proves that they were honeft men; men of truth and 
fearers of God. They could not deceive ; becaufe, they could have 
“no motives to deceive, which ever did, or ever can operate on 
the human mind; their whole intereft both for this life and the 
_ life to come muft “oppofe the attempt.. And had the. facts of 
which they teftify been falfe, they muft have known that every 
` effort to deceive would have proved abortive. They could not be 
deceived ; becaufe they were eye witneffes of the Bas they re- 
late ; their eyes hađ'feen and their hands had handled of the 
word. of life—From the. conftancy.and uniformity of their tef- - 
_timony. under reproaches, erfecutions and fufferings, in every 
form and.degree, even unto death; in which, many of them 
confummated and fealed their teftimony—From the credit they 
-obtained even in the City of Jerufalem, where the things they . 
“relate, were tranfaéted, and where they were oppofed by the 
whole force and policy of the Government—From the progrefs 
of their doétrine through a great part of the Roman Empire, . 
notwithftanding ‘the numerous bloody perfecutions by the Em- - 
perors, from Nero to Dioclefian—From the wonderful preferv- 


`. ation of the Church, down to the prefent day, amidft the fire of 


_perfecution kindled by- Antichrift, and: fed with amyriods of 


ee 
vids through A löng faecelfion of Agës; and thë ore PAE 
and dangerous attacks of the infidel Philofophifts of the laft and 
jelent age From the inctealing purity, zeal, and amrplitude of : 


thé Church; notwithftanding the rage and power of its nume- 


yous@nemices; and froin the accomplifhment of the prophecies’ 
in tiefe ‘great events which embrace the ptintipal changes and- 
revolutions Which have taken place, within and beyond, the àh- 
cient limits ‘of the Roman Empire; and which tire now ful- 
filling, ifr the face of the whole'world; in the prefent fate of the 
nations andelpccially of the Jewith hatién; all which events 
- dre'eiiniated by the fpirit ôE infpiration with the accuracy ‘of 
hiftorical narration. are EES T 


A R 


To concludes. The unfearchable myfteries which thefe. write = 
ings reveal; far abound, but not oppofed to the ‘natural concepe" ; 
tions of mens ‘the immenfe fcenes which they unfold, difplay- 
ing: to the view of men all the great events of time, ‘in. this and 
in other worlds, and in their ‘origin and confequences -reaching 
from eternity to eternity; the jncomprehenfible depths of wif- 
dom which they difelofe, in caufing all things, of however dif- 
~ gordaht-and oppofite natures, to unite in producing one great 

defign, as plainly prove that the eternal and only wife God fpeaks — 

in them, as any other writings, or works of art, prove the de~ 
gree of intelligetice ‘and wifdom of their author... 00 se 
The Book of Nature and of Revelation being open to view, 
it-remains ‘to point. out fome of the leading truths which they 
'difedvere op sree lee _ ` 
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Eon CHAPTER IV. 
O Of ihe männer of thé Divine fuente, = = 


| CPP HE Holy Scriptures teitity ‘that there are ‘Three who beat 
i récord ‘in’ Heaven, the Father, the Word aiid the Holy 
Ghott, "ind thit thefe Three are One. ` r Jolin. 7. 
oR The Werd is the fame divine ‘perfon as, in- many other - 
parts of ‘Scripture, is called, The Sn, and the names by which 
the pérfots in the Sacred Trinity äre commonly defignated arë 
The Faibir, The Son, and The Holy Ghji: Jobn iig. = 4 
|g. The dogtrine that God is Three in One and One in Three, 
isa myftery which cannot be fully comprehended by men in. the - 
prefent Ttates ‘neverthelefs, it is'a dottrine of primary impor- 
tance, and lies at the foundation of that which is the end und > 
confummation of all God's works, the workof Redemption. =.. 


> 


i. 


E 
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4. God cannot be One and Three in the fame refpeéts ; be- 
caufe, to affert thig would be a contradiCtion in terms,’ and 
contrary to reafon; but it implies no contradiction, to affert 


he is fo, as in truth he is, in different refpedts, 
g. The word gerjon ig not ufed in Scripture, ag, applied. to the 
Sacred. Trinity; but the perfonal pronouns I, thou, he, and 
other words which defignate perfons, are applied to it, and, the 


word perfor feems moft appropriate, and not liable to. any yalid 


ghjedtion® o 


6 The Three who bear record in Heaven cannot be. under- 
ftood as merely three relations, operations, or cfices, becaufe per- 
feétion is afcribed to each; and perfettion is not an attribute of 


felations, operations or offices, but of Being. 


~~», The fame perfe€tion, counfeland operation are,.in Scrip- 
ture, attributed to the three perfonsin the ‘Trinity, and they are 
equal in manner of exiftence, in knowledge, power, wifdom, 
holinefs, glory and happinefs. Gen. i. 1,25 Ja the beginning 
Ged reated-the Heavens and the Earth. . The Spirit of God moved 
- gpon the face ofthe. waters. Gen. i. 26. Aud Ged faid let us 
make man in QUR own image. John i.1, 3. In the beginning 
“owas -the WORD and the ward was with God, and the ward was 
Ged. All things were made by him. Col. i. 17. He, [the Son] 


is before all things, and by him all things confift. Pla. civ. 39. Thaw 
fendeft forth thy SPIRIT they are created and that renews? the face 
of the Earth. Jobn v. 17. My Father qorketh hitherto and I 
work. 21. For as the Father raifeth up the dead and quickencth 
them, even fo the Son quickencth whom he will. John vi. 63. It is 
the Spirit that quickeneth. John xiv. 23: We [the Father and the 
SonJ will ceme unto him {the believer]: and make our abode with 


* NOTE. In Hebrew i. 3; the Son, according to our tranflation, is faid to 
be the brightnefs of his [God's] glory and the exprefs image of his erfia, on 
which, it is proper to remark. <) 0.. DOEL O ATRAS oe 
1: Thatthe Greek word dypofafs there rendered perfon. more properly figni 
Ees fubjlance, or fubfiflance, than perfon in its common acceptation, and mighr have 
Been fo rendered. “Perfox more aptly anfwers to the Greek word pref:for. 

aœ Be this as it may, the word parfon.as here ufed, is applied to God generally, 


and not to either, divine perlon as didingwifhed fromthe other OF. perfoas in 


the Godhedd. . 
*“3 Proper Divinity is, in this chapter, diređly applied to-the Son, in thofe 
words, Thy Throne, O God, is farevir and ever and ever; apd impliedly, im other 

“parts of it. Bur the term Son is there ufed to defignate the Lord Chrift, as Me- 
sear. God is id to make the worlds 4y him 3 to {peak tous, in thefe tall days, . 
Eshim; 42 appoint him to be the heir of all thins; tò give him, as ir. a more 
excellent name, than to the Angels; to made him fo mush better than the- Angels 
as his name is riore excellent than theirs ; "and fo ewoint him with che eal cf glad- 
nels above bis ilor; al] which exprefions imply inferiority of office, though 


- “Beis by nature Gods and it appears, that in this office slone, ide Sea is Maid to be 


the brigktnefe of Ged's gery, and the claraller, or expryfe image of bis ifite o 
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“him. 16, 17. He (the Father] will give you another Comforter, 
“that be may abide with you for ever, even the SPIRIT of truth. 
Jude 25.° Lo the only wife God our Saviour be glory and majefyy 

` dominion and power both now and ever. Amen. ae 

<8. The Three Divine Perfons being poffeffed of infinite 
knowledge, wifdom, power and rectitude, their affeétions, voli- 

. tions and aéts will be neceffarily the fame, and the union of the 
Sacred Three will be infinitely perfect. ` In what other refpe&s 
the Three are One, or the One Three, the light of eternity may 

: more fully reveal. ae : ce a 


z.g: In the effential nature of God there is a foundation for 
" ineffable complacency and communion between the Sacred 
Three, of whichall holy complacency and communion between - 
“creatures, and between the Creator and creatures is an expref- 
fion more or lefs perfect, but {till infinitely fhort of that which 
exifts between the Sacred Three in One. © John xvii. 21. ‘That 
they all may be one, even as. thou Father art in me and I in thee, . 
that they may be one itt use 0 Tiis os ae i 
“= yo;-To: the adorable Three in One; the Holy angels with - 
~yeiled faces, pay their humble adoration, when they cry one to 
another, faying, Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of Hofts zand 


- the Church’ of the firit born in their univerfal doxology ‘to the 


Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Ghoft... To whom be praife 
and dominion for ever,- Amen, = ncy a a a a 


? Bo 


- CHAPTER V. 
Of the perfeiens of Gode 


` JPYERFECTION in God may be comprifed in his poffeffion ° 
i of infinite bleffednefs, and in a propenfity and power; un- 
limited as his nature, to communicate being and bleffednefs to 


= The notion of abfolute perfection, in general, being confufed; 

Sand indiftin&t in our minds, it will aid our conceptions to con- 

fider. it in parts, as it. is related to different objects, ~~ 
0 The works and: word of God lead us’ to attribute to him : 

‘Eternity, Infinity, Immutability, Independence, Omniprefences 

> Omnifcience, Omnipotence, Goodnefs, Wifdom, Juftice, Truth 
-and Holinefs. ‘The feven firit, belonging to power or fufficiency, ° 
-are called: natural perfettions; the five Jaft, belonging to the. 


l - heart, are called moral perfeđiongs, = 


37 


© 1. Erernity-is the mode of the Divine exiftence, as time is, 
of the exiftence of creatures. It is, of courfe, incomprehenfi- 
ble. It is, in our conceptions, duration without beginning and’ 
without end ; but it is duration without fucceflion. Periods 
marked by the revolution of days, months, years and ages are 
relative to creature exiftence, but irrelative to the exiftence of 


.God. With him is no fucceffion of counfel or operation 5 he. 
_poffeffes all things in one prefent, all-comprehenfive, and per- 


fet view. He is the High and Lofty One who inbabiteth eternity. 
Ifa. lvii rg. : . T. 


a, Inrinrry is predicable of the nature and perfe&tions of 
God, generally. It is not in itfelf a dittin@ perfection ; but it 
imports, that God’s nature and perfeCtions are without bounds 
or control, or that he is fupreme and exalted far above all. 
Pia. exivite p25 8 ee a E o 

3. IMMUTABILITY in God refults from, or is neceffarily con- 
neéted with, his eternity. Whatever is predicable of an eternal 
exiftence muft be itfelf eternal. Change either of mode, cir- 


-cumftance, or a€tion, implies beginning ; and that which hath ` 


: beginning cannot be eternal. Immutability in God does not 


imply that he ‘cannot exercife oppofite affections towards the 
fame being or perfon, at different times, on a change of char- 
acter of fuch being or perfon; but the~contrary. Nor does it 
imply that he cannot, on fpecial occafions, fufpend, or reverfe, 


. the laws of nature, “for fuch fpecial interpofitions are as much 
‘embraced in the plan of God’s eternal counfels, as the moft _ 


common events. . But it implies, that his- nature and perfec- 


. tions are ever the fame ; and that his operations are the refult. 


of his eternal counfels.. Jam. 1.17. With whom there is no vari- 


“ ablenefs neither foadsw of turning. Mal. iti. 6. Tam the Lord, I 


change not. - 


“he INDEPENDENCE, asa perfetion of God, imports that he 


i is not controled by blind neceflity, fate, chance, or any caufe 


without himfelf, and that he derives nothing, in relation to his. - 


> being, volitions, acts; or enjoyments, from creatures. But it 


şt 


~ does not imply that he.would be equally glorious and happy, if 


creatures had: never been formed; for his.glory and happinefs 
-confift, as properly, in doing what he does, as in being what he 


is: the former is equally neceffary, by a neceflity of fitnefs and 
wifdom, as the latter is, by a neceflity of nature. Dan. iv. 35. 


vy None can flay bis hand, or fay uuto him What dof thou? Pia. civ. 


4%: The Lord feall rejoice in bis works. Zeph. ii. 17. The Lord 


“thy God will rejoice: over thee with joy 3 he will reft in bis love z 
“he will joy over thee with finging. Communicated good is a 


fource of joy in God, but this does not-imply dependance, be- 


~ SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 


MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE 


4 
caufe eommunicated good itfelf is from Gad, and his joy in it 
is effential and eternal, though the communication itfelf is, in 
refpect to exeatures; in time. 00 a 


og. Omnrpresence i3 net diftin€t from. univerfal agency, in 
which, God creates and fupports all -things, moves all things, 
lives in all life, and infpiteg or controls every thought or action 
of creatures. Its relation to place, or univerfal {pace, is not to 
be underftood ftri@ly, but figuratively ; {till the notion of unis 
verfal prefenco. is beft ‘accommadated to our. eonceptions, and. 
expreffions denoting this, are ufed by the Spirit of infpiration. 
Pla. cuxx. 8, 9, 10. If Lafcend up into Heaven, thoy art there: 
af { make my bed in Hell, hebsld, thou grt there: F I take the 
wings of the morning and. dwell in the uttermsf parts of the Sea, 
even there, fial thy baud lead me, and thy right hand fball bold 
mee an Y . 


< 6e Quurscrexcr, or infinite knowledge, extends ta all crea- 
tyres, and events, which have been, are, or fhalt be : their be- 
` gisning, duration, changes, relations, and end.. Particularly, - 
to the itate, circumftances, volitions, adtions and eternal defie 
nation, of moral agents. It embraces things poflible as well as 
aGnal. [tis abfolutely perfect, unlimited and eternal. AHN: > 
things aétua] are but the expreffion of the perceptions of the. 
Eternal Mind. | Acts xv. 18. Known upto God ave all his works’ 
fon fe ngiring of the wt. Rev. i 23. T am he that fearche 

tA the reins ond bearts. . Mat. x. 30. The sry airs ¢ : : 
wre all nem. DR f paye head 
y Quaswporence,: or- infinite power, is the immediate, or. 
mediate, caufe of all things: whether beirig, ftate, attribute: 
motion; volition, aétion, or event, which eve ome 
into exiftence +-0f cou 


Bos. z 


fed th the exi 
With its’ exif 


ig 


geitte in Bebvinelt through tikiji eemptations. Rom. ix. 17. 

For this fant purpaft bave F raifed thee up, thai T might flew try 
9. Wispom, in a good fenfe, propofes a good end, and dew: 

vifes the beft means to attain it. “So far, ag it, propofes a good 


end, it is a moral perfection, and riot diftin€t from goodnefs ; 


and Yo far, as it devifesthe belt means to attain that end, it is a 
fatutal perfe€tion, anid ‘not diftinct from knowledge. Its moft 
diftinguithied .charatter, however, is moral, for which reafon it 


- is tanked Ċit the moral perfection’. As wifdorh exitts in 


‘God it propofes ahd attains the greateft pofible good? it is dif- 
played in all his works and eminently inthe work of Redemp- 


. Hon. Pia. civ: zy O Lord hotu manifold uve thy orks? Th 


ie 


avifilim hajt thoi matte theme. 1. Cor. i. 24. Chrifi the power č 
God and the wifttom of God. Rom: avis 2y. To God only Ai 


be glory, through Jefi Chrif, for edis Anka 


10. Justice in God, in its largeft fenfe, is a propeniity to 


- render to all according to their work. ‘To them who, by patient . . 


continuance in well doing, feek for glory, honor and immortali- 
ty, eternal life ; and‘to them who ‘do not obey the truth, but 
obey unrighteoufnels, iadighation and wrath. And thus it is- 
the fame as righteoufnels. - This.1s retributive juffice. More - 
commonly, to render tribulation to the wicked merely. This is - 
vinditlive juffice. And fometinics it is fyndnymous with foithe 
fulnefs. 1. Jobn i. g. Hf we confefs cur fins, God is faithful and 
fap ta forgiveus our, -fins. Heb. vi. 10: Géd is nà unrightécus to 
“forget sour work ond labor of love. Vindidiive juftice executed 


‘on the enemies df God is not an exercife of malevolence towards 


the, but it is dn expreflion of good will towards his holy king- 


dom‘; and good will is as much difplayed in thowing his wrath 


. onthe veffels of wrath, as in declaring: the riches of his glory, 


wr 


on the veffels of mercy. Pfa. cxxxvi.. To him who finote great 
kings for bis mercy endureth for ever.: Sibon king of the Amuorites, = 
for bis ‘theriy endateth for ever. Anil Og the king of Baftan, for 
his tiiercy eridiéveth for egér, SD 00 u aa 4s Bios 
‘ry. Terora in Ged is that propenfity by which héis necef - 
farily inclined to repreferit to his ‘creatures, in his word and — 
works,‘ his-hature, counfels, and ads, and whatever che fees fit © 
to make known, as they really are in themfelves.. When he - 
‘fays; he that believeth hall be faved, amd he that believeth not: 
Mall be damned, his declaration’ muft be equaliy relled on, in 
both propofitions. Becaule, both equally exprefs ‘his purpolt, — 
‘as it exifts in-his‘own-mind. . There is nothing which can juftily 
the {uppofition that God may difpenfe with his threatening, 
any more, than with his promifes... Ged faid te our-firft.parents, 


o “filthy and- abominable thing, is contrafted...In view of this: 


(srdone's becaufe Lam a man of unclean lips ;-and I dwell in the midh: 


~~ but improper fenfe, they include countel, purpofe or decrees 


C; jitne/t, arifing from the nature and relations of things, as viewed. 


_ “being produced, or fuppofed, fitnefs refults from. them +-and 


16 : 
-Ega tafe of difobedience ye fall furely die: the Tempter faid, 
--y¢ fball nst {urely die ; buthe was a murderer and a liar front: 
“the beginning. Num. xxiii. 19. God is not a man that he foould’ 
. “He's nor the fon of man that be fbould repent z hath he faid, and- 
-- ffball ke notdoit; or hath he fpoken, -and fhall he not make it god? 
“Heb. vi 18. It is impofible for God to lies © © i iiec oie 
12. Hotrness comprehends the whole moral character of- 
2 God. The word is the moft apt which can be found to exprefs 
` it. -Holinefs is goodnefs or love, it is wifdom, juftice, truth, 
< „faithfulnefs, mercy. Itis, ina word, moral reĝitude. Its dif- 
| tinguifhing. character is purity ; to which, fin confidered as 2 


" divine purity Ifaiah exclaims, Ifa. vi. 5. Woe is me, for I am un: 


-ofa people, of unclean lips ; for mine eyes have fen the king the. 
co Lord of Hofis. And Job, Job xlii. 5, 6. I have heard of thee by 
“the hearing of the car, but now mine eye feeth thee $ Wherefore 1 
© abhor myfelf and repent in duff aud afbes. <8, 


ie => 


| s CHAPTER VE 000 
“COJ the afte of the Divine Will, their natsire—Of decrees—Of fore» 
OLE aledge-Of Sourcignls. o eit 


VHE phrafe acti of the will, though in common ufe, is, 
pic J ftri@tly fpeakingy improper... For, aéts are predicable 
= of agents or beings, and not of qualities or faculties. + They 

` arë: that energy of agents, in the exercife of which they produce 
> events. They are power, or the expreffion of it... In a large 


thefe relate to events, but in creatures, do not produce them. 
To The ground of the exetcifes of the will or power of God is 
~. inthe Diyine Mind. For, though ‘nature and relation them- 
ei Helves até the effect of the will of God, yet nature and relation” 


“this fitnefs is the ground or reafon of all God’s aéts refpeChing 
_- ‘them, and ought to be the.ground or reafon of the acts of in- | 
+ itelligent creatures. It is fit that God fhould.be glorified ; and 4 


therefore it is fit that he fhould produce beings with fuch quali- 
"os ties as, in-his treatment, of ‘them, fhall difplay his glory. Jf 2- 


holy creature be.fuppofed, it is fit that glory thould be decreed ` 
as his-ftate and reward. --Ifa finer be fuppofed, it is fit that 
--wrath thould be decreed as fis ftate and reward.  Becauley 


<17 . 

thefe oppofite rewards will equally difplay the true character of 

- God,. as the friend of righteoufnefs and the enemy of unrigh. 
eoufneds. -. If an intelligent creature be produced, it is fit, that 

he fhould reverence, love, and ferve God. . If an unintelligent 
creature bë produced, it is fit, that it fhould be made fubfervient ` 

to the intelligent. The fitnefs of any thing confifts in its be- 

` ing adapted to the end for which it was made. The end of all 

‘things is the glory of God. That conduét in rational agents 

which difplays the glory of God is fit and proper condu@: and. 

that which does not, is-wafit and improper tondud. It is fit that 

holy creatures fhould enjoy the favor of God, becaufe they an- 

{wer the end of their being: and it is fit that. finners fhould 

meet his’ frowns and difpleafure becaufe they do not anfwer 

y that ends and are wholly ufelefs except in their deftru@ion.— 
Rom. ix..22. What if Ged, willing to fbow his wrath and make 

his power known, endureth with much | long-fuffering the veffels of 
wrath fitted to defiruftion. -23 -Atd that he might make known 

the riches of his glory cn the veffels of mercy, which be bad- afire 

` prepared unto glory. -o So : D 

3- The- aéts of the will of God are neceffarily according ta 

fitnefs : and hence arifes their obligation on creatures. To the 
will of God we owe obediencé: and fubmiffion ; not as bis will. 

fimply ; but as his fit and. righteous will. Ifa. v..3.. dad nowy 
‘O Inhabitants of Jerufalem and men of Judab, judge, I pray sou, 
‘betwixt me and my vineyard. Ezek. xvii. 29.. O Houfe of Lrael 

“are not my ways equal? are not your ways unequal ? 


«ae Thecounfels ‘and’ purpofes of God are all eternal, and fo 
are all his aéts, though they have fucceffion as viewed by crea- 
tures : for, whatever is predicable of an Eternal Being muft be 
eternala: Tim: ivg. According to bis own purpofe and grace, 
which was given us in Chrif Jefus, before the world began, © 0>. 
~g: The counfels af God embrace every event which ever 

y takes place: particularly, the ‘being, character, ations, and 
: eternal ftate, of every intelligent creature—z. Tim. i. 95 fores 
cited: 1, Peter ii. 8: Being difebedient, whereunta they alfo were 

> appointed: Acts ti. 23. Him being delivered by the determinate 

» gounfel and foreknowledge of Ged; ye have taken, and with wicked 
Bands have crucified and flaite == feet aot a 

_ 6, God, in his eternal counfels, has chofen a certain num- _ 

* ber of the human race to be heirs of eternal life; and hath or- 
dained and provided the inftruments and means, which to his 

` wifdom feem meet, for that purpofe. 1. Peter i. 2. Ele, ac- 

cording to the fore-knowledge of God the Father, Mark xiii. 20. | 
For the Ele&?’s fake, whom be hath chefen. Rom. svie 13+ Salute 
Rufas chofenin the Lord o 020 SS i SEUS G = 
SAATTE A a EG 


8 


By, The ele€tion ‘of God. is not grounded on good works fore- 
` {éen and fore-known,‘of thofe who are called; but is an act of 


ETO. In-the exercife ‘of fovereignty- God, in fa; has formed f 


on, ot acipacity for pleafare or pai Oon OSS Perepe 
ead aa e forereignty of God is exercifed in all his operations ` 
ways limited by ieee diftin€t from arbitraringfs: and is al- 
fons for the di dings and wifdom. : There are important ‘rea- ~: 
“Gn 'their formation ons which, Gad makes among. his creatures, ~ 
~fions Paul Gys eae ule, tho’ often beyond our comprehen- . ” 
ey, that in me fut Hh Wu} 16. Fer. this caufe obtained I mera 
S a patter tothe er briff might [bow forth all longjufering, for > 
ing, and thereare ich fhalt ber, Cafter believe on him to life-everlaft- 
Peete good reafons for every other act of fovereign. 


Mercy 50 as wellaas for ag ` 
= ‘creatures, Da ey. diltin€tion which is made among `. 
A My of Heaven apd 135: He doth according to bis will in the ar- 
coe Cae “flay Big hind ameng the inkabitants of the Earth; and none 
EY IA ndy or fay unta kim, eohat dgtthu? E R, 


Y of God is, as explained, calculated to 


7 12: The fovereignt 


` wet wy 


afford comfort. to all who. love ~God::and his kingdom: - It is 
matter of great joy that all things ‘are under a wile direétion.; 
and-it is the only ground of hope to ;fmners.; ‘In view of ity. we- 
have reafon.to adopt-the words of Chrift, Mat. xi. 25. 26. T 
thank thee, Q Father, Lord of Heaven and Earthy becaufe thou haf 
hid thefe things froin the wife and prudent, and haf revealed them: < 

anto babes. - Even foy Father, for fo it feemed good in thy fixkt.— 
And the fublime adoration.of Paul, offered up in view of the fame 
fubjeQy rs, Tim. inig. Now unto the King’ eternal, immortal,’ 
invifible, the Only Wire Ged, be berisi and glory, forever and coer, 


Amen, 


que 


Tn 


minions, principalities and powers ; Which denote their various, 


“nals of great underftanding and ftrength, and quick to do.the 
“will of God. “Heb. i. 7, © He m 


Lae REE 


eo ati 


: 20 

poe Lor = ; g ; . 
4. The Angels wereʻall created holy'and happy, and werein 
the immediate prefence of God iri Heaven. ‘They were for 4 


feafon in a ftate of trial. “What the teft of their obedience wasy. 
is, to us, unknown. -Some of them were chofen tò be heirs of | 
glory, who continued, by the grace of God, faithful, through the, 


term of their probation, and are now confirmed in a never-end~ 
ing ftate of holinefs and happinefs: = Their eleGtion of God is 
' manifeit. . Icharge thee, fays Paul to Timothy; 1. Tim. v.21. 


Before God, and the Lord Fofas Chrif, and the Ele? Angels-— + 
_ Others were left to themfelves, and they finned, became apoftate . 
.. from God, were caft out of Heaven, and are now referved in 


chains under darknefs unto the judgment of the great day : and 


“will then be punifhed, in that everlafting fire, which is prepared 4 


for them. Jude 6. Thefe. evil Angels are, in Scripture, called 


“Devils... They are implacable enemies of God and man, and 


are forever accurfed. ‘Their gread leader, who was among the 


Angels, in his fitit eftate, like Lucifer fon of the morning i 


among the other ftars, is now called the old ferpent : and, by way 
of eminence, the Devil, and Satan. . He was far above them it 


power and preeminence, and ‘now is, and willbe, as far below ` 


them in ‘infamy. and ruin., Ifa. xi 
from Heaven, O Lucifer, Son of the morning! Lo 


~ g.. The office of the Holy Angels ‘is to minifter to Chrift as | 
Mediator, and ta the members of his myftical body.“ They were 
miniflering fpirits, -fent 


created by him and for him.: They are 
forth to mimfter for them, whe fhal be heirs of Salvation... Heb: i. 
;14- In this character they aéted at. the creation of this world; 
_ at the birth of Chrift ; at the clofe of his temptation in the . wil- 
~ dernefs; at his agony in the ga thi 
Įalcenfion ; and. willattend him at the final judgment. . In the 
‘fame charaCter they have miniftered ta holy men, in every age, 
and will minifter to fuch, to the en the world. i 
doing, they execute the commands of Chrift, whether for cor- 
-Fe€tion, or for fupport, defence and confolation => «02 
: "6 Theagency of evil An 
-v difhonor upon God and ruin u 
_ Ways, and perverting the word of ‘God: 
idolatry and herefy ; in temptin 
"God and to indulge the halts of 
- hardening them in. fin, efpeciall 
“generally, in working im the chi 
‘tempting and ‘worrying the Sain 


tden; at his refurrection ; at his 


d.of.the world: andy in fo © 


v.12. How art thou fallen 


Gels is-exerted, in attempting to bring 
pon men; in mifreprefenting the 
3 in feducing men into 
them“ to leave the fervice of © 
the’ fleth and of the mind’; in 
y in the fin of unbelief; -and,. 
Idren'of.difobedience. -Alfo,in | 


amPang and wor ts; {tiring up their Iufts; tor- | 
‘menting them with doubts and fears’: leading them to defpan-. 


dency; and all, to bring them to difhonor God; to-wound rê- 
zeon to prove tumbling blocks to others “far as may 

5 be, to hinder’ their ‘progreis ; 
t, Z Lukexxii Juo 


2 


t i and, as faras may 
s Heayen-ward.. Rey. xii g. Eph. 


D a 


“4, In the beginning’ God created the vilible Heavens; the, 
Earth and the Seas, and all: things which are therein, within the 
Space of fix days ; to each of which was affigned, according to’ 
the wifdom of God, a particular work; and, to the’ Jaft,. the 
creation of man ; the end and-crownof the whole. Gen.i: >: 
~ 8. God created man upright ; in the image of God made he. 
. him; male and female created he them. He was. in the image. 
of God as poffeffed of underftanding to difcern betwixt good and 
evil; of re€titude of heart to choofe the, good “and refufe thë 
. evil; and- of dominion over the. creatures... Ecel- vii. .29.—~. 
Gen. i. 26. A ee gop Meboin ILTA n. 2 
g. God placed the man whom he had made in the garden of 
Eden; formed by the ‘munificent hand of the Creator, to furnifh - 
the happy pair both fupport amd~delight.”: In the midit of the 
garden he placed two trees; the tree ‘of “the “knowledge of 
good and evil, the teft of his obedience; and the tree ‘of life, the 
pledge of immortality: © mo ete n 
- 10. God commanded the man, faying, Of the tree`o ‘the 
Rnowledge of good and evil, thou fhalt not eat of tty. for in the day | 
thou eate/? thereof, thou fhalt furely die.” Gen. 11.17- -And this. 
- threatning of death in cafe of ditobedience,'with the promife of 
life reprefented by the tree of life, which.was its fymbol, in cafe 
‘of obedience, were, in their nature, a covenant of works between 
God and the firft man Adam, in which, he . was acted with, and 
aéted, as the head and reprefentative of the whole human race, 
his future defcendents; who were’to reap the fruits of his obe- 
dience, or abide the confequences of his difobedience, equally 
with himfelf. “r: Cor. xv. °22.°In-ddam all die, ~ Rom. ve 17. 
“By one-man’s offence death reigned by one.” 14." Who (Adam) is the - 
figure of him that was to come: 18. As by the. offence of one judg- . 
“ment came upon all men to condemnation ; even fo, by the righteou/ne/s 
of one the free gift came upon all men unto juflification of life. :. 
‘=a, Eve, our common mother, being beguiled by. the fubtil- 
ty of Satan, : through the ferpent the inftrument of his fraud, 
Look of the fruit-of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and did 
eat, and gave alfe to her buftand with her; and he: did eat 5 and fo 
incurred the penalty of death for themfelves and all their pofter- 
rity: - Gen. iit: 6. oes cee 7 5 T 
‘42. The life promifed to Adam, in cafe of obedience, was 
eternal life, and the death threatened in cafe of difobedience was 
eternal death ; “or an equivalent vicarious fuffering. "Fhe form- 
er was of free gift; the latter was of debt. Rom. vi. 23- The 


ers 


gar 


wages of fin is death, but the gift of Ged is eternal life. 1. Core + 


a a ess 


te 7. What baft thou which thas didi? wat receive? 


22 


“136 The penalty threatened will be executed, according to its 
true import, on every individual of the human race: on tho - 
who do-not take. benefit of the difpenfation of grace through = 
Chrift, rfonally.z and on thole 5 who do, | in Chif their furety.s © 
„who is made a: curfe fot them... Gal. fii.13. Chriff bath redems |: 


ed us se the e urfa fs the hw being made a erf for us us.. 


ae 


x faiu nature s and demerit — Original f Depry: 


VIN is that: temper of heart which ands. “oppoied to “the . 


holy. nature, or laws of God... Rom. vii. 7. The.carnal 
mind is enmity againft Ged, fer: it is not fi jell t to the laiu KA God, 
neither indeed can beg: eai a3 


2. The holy nature. of God, of Shan his: law isa ecantoript 


` js that. „propenfity. of..heart which rejoices in, the, fum of good . 


which. exitts : in. himfelf ;. and which: hath been or {hall be, 


- . communicated by him to. creatures 5. and which. As, the Proper : 


“fource of all communicated good.: 


age External adtion i is not, by ikii either holy ó or fi afal 3 but 


? 


is is merely the evidence or ‘proof of a “holy or finful heart, or ` 


y oS ‘CHAPTER vin. egari io et 


sti but ge see Pi me a ec HTT ea 


temper. ‘q.Sam.svic 7. The Lord ‘feeth uotias man feeth: far: 


mas taketh on, r the outward appearances. but the Lord tooketh -i on the 


Beart” ire X eet 


4; The demerit of fini is not to be eftimated by. its iĝu eh 


, fete; ; for thefe-are limited and. controled by the power and : 
“wifdom of God; but by its proper. nature and tendency. . Pfa. 
Izari. 10. Surely ‘the. wrath of man fball praife thee ; the remain- 


der of wrath fkalt 1 thou refrain. Gen. 1. 20. Bat; as: for yoii ye. 
thought evil againft me, but God meant tt unto gad è to bring d to pafis : 


as d as this day to g fave: much people alive. 


"Sz. The nature and tendency of f in, in n tf, is to deftroy all : 
good in God and the creature. Pilm xiv. 1: The foal kith hud : 
in bis heart, no God, Rom. viit..7.° The carnal mind is. enmity — 
- againft God. Rom. iii. 1 S 16. Their feet ore fei ft to oped | Blood. i 


Dy efiruction and mi ifery are in their MwaPSe O E 


-6. The good, ‘fn tends to deftroy i is infinite : “of ‘courts, the S 


l evil of fin is infinite. “Rom. vii Be ‘That i fi 3 bi the e omiman ' 


x ment might become exceeding fi infuli =. 


Eg: God hates fin in proportion to its demerit : tari is 5 with ; 


+ 


infinite pared. or with all his heart, Jeres ziv A Hote ty 


AR 


23 


T Sent ‘unt yout all my “rants the prophets ‘rif fing ‘early and fe j iding . 
them, Saying, Ob, do not this abominable thing which Ebates oi 
"8. If fuch infinite hatred of fin exifts in God, itis fit thithe 
fhould exprels it : becaufe it is fit that he fhould make himfelf ` 


known. -Rom. ix. 22.-What if God, willing to fow his wrath 
and. make bis power known, endured with much kng- g-fuffering, . the 


weffels of wrath  fiited to defiruélicn ?, 


a For God to exprefs his wrath partially; i is to mifreprefent 

- His wrath againft finners is made known by bringing on: 
them natural evil or fuffering 5 infinite wrath is made known by 
bringing on them infinite natural evil or-fuffering : infinite evil 
in degree cannot be inflied on them becaufe they are finite. 
therefore, it behoves to be infinite in duration. 2 Thef i. 9. 
Whe foal be punifhed with: everlafting deftrudtion fron. the e pry rifence l 
of. the Lord; and from the glory of his PILET 


10. OF thofe who perifh, fome will be: greater fi “fa aners than 


„others ; therefore their punifhment,: though equal in duration, — 


will be “unequal in degree, and proportionate to their feveral 
degrees of guilt. 1 Petit ry. And if ye call cn the Father, 
who without refpect of perfons, judgeth according to every man’s 
work, pafs the time of jour fijourning kere in ftare. 


11, Original fin is the fin of the firft man Adam, i in taking 
and eating “the forbidden fruit, in which he broke the covenant 


of works, under’ which he, and his pofterity in him as their re- 


prefentative, were, by divine appointment, placed; and it is fet 
to their account, as deriving from hima depraved nature, in 
which, as they come into being, they are united to him, and- be- 
come ene; with him in a uniyerfal revolt from God... Job xiv. 4. 
Fa bo can bring a clean thing out of an unclean 2: Na cne. : Rom. 
v.17. By one man’s offence death reigned by one. 1. Cor. 1v. 4s 
48. The firft man is of the Earth, earthy. Asi. is is the aie feh : 
are re they, alfa that are ‘earthy. ; 


+42. The fentence of condemnation againit all: men 2 proceeds 


‘on the ground of the lapfe, or the offence, but none are punifhed. 
beyond their perfonal deferts as: finners. Rom. v- 16. The 
Judgment was ‘by one [offence] to condemnation. g 


13: All men as they- come into the world: are inners; be- - 
caufe they have a finful nature or temper 5 ‘and are deftitute of 
holinefs; and this nature or temper is in a degree, manifeft in 
their earlieft actions, and becomes more and more fo, as they 
advance towards maturity. > Pfa. li. 5: Bekold iL was as foapen i in 


, iniquity, and infin did my mother conceive-mt. 


14. Men are totally depraved ; and, in themfelves, utterly 


helplefs. By total depravity, however, is not meant, that they 


24 


are deftitute of thofe natural affe€tions. which were original in ` 


man ; and, while under due limitation, ufeful in the prefent 


ftate; fuch as the conjugal, parental, filial, and fraternal affec~ - 


tions’; nor, that they areas finful as pofhible : but what is meant | 


is, that they-ere wholly alienated from God and holinefs. 


Rom. ii. 12—18. They are all gone out of the way ; they are toe © 


‘gether become unprofitable ; there is none that doth good, no. not one. 


-There is na fear of God before their eyes. ` John v. 42. I know 
pou that ye bave net the love of Ged in yous. ar, = 


oye) The impotenicy of man confifts in this, that he cannot ef- > 


-Feđa change of nature by his own aéts or exercifes, his reign- 
~ ing temper being wholly oppofed to God and holinefs ; nor make 


fatisfa€tion to divine jultice, for his fins. John vi. 44. No 


"man can comè to me, except the Father who hath fent me draw him. . 


` Rome is: 16. tis not of bim that qwilleth, nor of bim that run- -: 
netk, kut of God that fooweth mercy. Rom v. 6. When we wert — 
set without frength in due time, Chrif died for the ungodly. John - 


y..40. Ye will not come to me that se might have life. 


© 


CHAPTER IX. - 


OF the covenant of Redemption, and covenant of Grace. > 


-F T feems inconfiftent with the holinefs and truth of God 
E È to deliver finners from fuffering the penalty of the law, 
‘in their own perfons without.an atonement, which fhall equal- 


ly declare the Divine righteoufnefs.. It was clearly impofible 


that the cup of fuffering fhould pafs from Chrift the Surety, for, - 


had it been poflible, his importunate. prayer that it might p 
-would have been fpecifically granted. . Mat. xxvi. 39.00.00. 


afs, ' 


-7a To provide an atonement and_righteoufnefs that fhould 


‘fatisfy the law, in behalf of the Eleét, employed the counfels of, 
“the Eternal Three, in that ineffable trarifaction,. called the Coves 


nant of Redemption. ~~ 


“3. In this covenant, the Sacred Three are reprefented, in. 


Scripture, as fuftaining appropriate characters. The Father, as 
claiming fatisfaction for his violated law 5 as giving the Elet to 


the Son as Mediator 5 23 putting all things under his feet sand 

as engaging effeCtual fupport.. The-Són,: as undertaking the 
‘work of man’s redemption ; engaging to’ reveal.the counfels of. 
“God to man; in due time, to affume human’ nature, in that na-_ 
ture to obey the law, and. make fatisfaGtion to the juftice of » 
God, as the head and reprefentative of all who were thus giver” 
an him 3. to govern the:world for their fakes, and, in the end, to de- 


` 


_ Hvét hp the kingdom tò thé: Fathers? ThE Holy, Ghoft a8 ëk: 
~ paging to renew aiid fanrdbify the redeemed ; and to dwelt tù 


them, as the fattétifier aiid vdmifotter font by the Father and the + 


Son,--Johh vi 37- Eph..i. 22. Ifi. xhi 4. Pias xl. 7. Johni. 


£8; 2! Cor. v: 14:--Col..i. 16, 17... Eph. 22.1 Cor. xv: 24} l 


John xiv. 26. Sv. 26.6 0: 2o le, oe i 

~ “yo The Coudnant of Grice is that coveliant between God and 
Chri a$ ‘Mediator, and: the head and reprefentative of all his 
fpititual feed, which; in the Sctiptures, is cviitrafted with the 
Covenant of works made with Adam, as héad” and reprefenrative 
òf all his itatutal feed. “It is, for fubftante, involved in the Cov- 
enant of Rédemption ; but; it iè diftinguifhable from it; in that 
{t contemplates man as aCtudlly exiting and fallen; and tho’ 
fade in Cktift, as all the promifes of God are in him, yet every 
believer, by his owh act; eveti the a€ of Faith, becomes per- 
fonally interefted in it, fo that God’s covenant may be faid, in 
a ftriét and proper fenfe, fo be with bim +: which cannots in the 
fame'latitude, be faid of the Covenant of Redemption: -Thus 
God fays- to Abraham: Gen..xvii. 4. As for ints bebold, my cove 
gerent is with theese ete Se 


pee 


F 


OF the Iicarñation of Chrif, his Perfon, hatis, äùd pre-eminènte. 


fecond pérfon: in ‘the Sacred Trinity took:into a perfonal 
union with himfelf the nattire.of man, both, foul-and body 
“yet fo, as that the Divine Nature and the human nature are, and 
for ever will be,, diftinét and unconfounded. *” Heb. ii. 16. For 
verily he took not on bim thé nature of Angels, but he took on bim. 


the fed of Abrabam. 17. W herefare it behoved him, in all things, 


to be made like unte his brethren. 
a. This wondérful perfon was, by the overfhadowing of the 
Holy Ghoft; coriceived. in the ‘womb of the Virgin Mary, who 
was of the feed ef David, and was born of her, and is very God, 
and verpman. Luke #35: And. the Angel anfuwertd and faid 
tthto ber the Holy Ghoft foall come upon thees anid the power of the 
“Highejt fball ouerfoadow thee x therefore alfo that hely thing which 
ali bé born of thee fball be called the Son of GoD. t John v. 26. 
This i the trie God and eternal life. Wai. Wii. $. He is defpifet 


aid rejied of men, A MAN of forros and acquainted with grief. > 


: 


Sg; The uñion of the Divine and human natures into one - 


-perfon implies, that Chrift was without fin, and this is manifeft 


£ 


N È the fulnefs of time, fixed. in the Divine countels, the ` 
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epre 


from the whole import of the Scriptures. Luke i. 35. Thert= 


` fore alfa, that holy thing which Jhall be born of thee, e. 1 Pet. ii. 
a 22. Who did nofin, neither was guile found inhis mouth, 


4. The names by which this Divine perfon is known, in - 
Scripture, are numerous: two of them which were ufed in the | 
- Old Teftament, and recognized in. the New Teftament, willbe = 
noticed: - The one is Michael the Archangel. . See Jude 9, com- 


pared with Zech. iii. 1, 2. afo Rev. xii. 7. the other, which 
was the moft common and appropriate was Mefiah; or the 


ancinted ; of the fame import with the name Chrif, in the New | 


Teftament. To which is added -by direction of the Angel Ga- 


briel, near the time of the conception, that of e/us, or the Savior; 


thefe united, Fefus Chrift, or, the Saviour ancinted, conftitute the 
_ name by which he is commonly defignated in the New Tefta- 


ment, and point out his office, and his confecration to office, : 


by the Father. veers : y 
~~ ge Jesus Cunisr is: the brightnefs of God’s glory, and the 


exprefs image of his perfon- » All»things were made by him 5. ` 


and by hima all things confift. . He is the Lord of Angels and 
mens: The Alpha and.Omega, the beginning and the end, the 


~ firit and the laft- ‘The Wonderful, the Counfellor, the Mighty 


God, the Everlafting Father, the Prince. of Peace. The Judge 
of the world. The promulgator and end of the law. -The An- 
titype of the whole Jewifh economy, apart from whom it has no 


meaning or ufe worthy of God, or important to men. The ` 


fpirit of prophefy is teftimony concerning him. He is the au- 


_ thor-and centre of the whole of revelation ; and of all things S 
vifible and invifible. He is the head and Saviour of the body, — 
the Church. In all things he hath the pre-eminence ; and m- 


him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodily... -. 


Of the . Offices of ChriftChrift as - Mediator fufiains tke three i 


| fold charaéter of Prophet, Prif and King. 


LT the office of a Prophet he reveals to us the counfel and. a 


will of God ; and this he does, in creation, which is his 
work. . The Heavens declare the glory of God, and. the firmament: ~. 
froweth bis handy work. In. Providence, which is. the ufe to. 


which he applies the world. Col. i.17-. He is before all things 


and by bim all things conf? ¢ and in his word. The whole of re-. 


-¥elation is the word of, Chrift; it is indited by the Spirit 
OF Chrift. - 1 Ret. i. a1, Searching” : 


=w BLS en foo 


‘that, or what manner of. 


time the Spirit of Chrif in them did fignify, Wet His name is 
the Worn of Gov,and he is fo in every at whereby he makes 
known the character and mind of God. He is the effulgence of 
God’s glory. « He is the Great Téacher who came from God.—> 
He is the Truth. . He alone “is worthy to take and. unfeal the 
book of. God’s decrees. . John. i. 18. No man kath feen God at. 
amy time, the only begotten.. Son, who is in the. bofom of the Father, 
he hath declared him. . aio SRT EE e a 
2. Chrift a€ts in the office of a Prieft in atoning for fin—in 
bleffing his people—in pleading the merit of his blood before the 
throne of God in their behalf : and in prefenting his redeemed 
Church without fpot to God the Father.. He is ftiled our Great 
Highprieft, and -a Prief forever. He is the fubftance of the 
Aaronic. priefthood, of which -that was but the fhadow. He. 
atoned for fin when he offered up himfelf, foul and body, upon 
the crofs, a facrifice, through the Eternal Spirit, without {pot to 
God. By this one offering he declared the righteoufnefs of Gods 
and, in behalf of his redeemed Church, bore the penalty of the 
law and delivered them from its curfe, by becoming -a curfe for 
them, In this character it: became him to be holy, harmlefs, 
undefiled, and: feparate from finners. . Accordingly, his obedi- 
ence was. perfe&t evén.unro: death; and .it-was made perfect 
through fufferings and this obedience, fo perfcéted, is the only 
ground of juftification and eternal life both for himfelf, as many. 


and for ali the members of his myftical body 


"3. Chrift aéts in the office of a King in employing the Holy 
Angels as his miniftering fervants, in uling the world in fubfer- 
viency to his Church—in caufing all things to work together for 
their good—in fubduing his.people and making them willing. 

“and obedient—in overcoming. the. world—in. controling. and 
conquering Satan and the powers of darknefs—in raifing the. 
dead at the Laft Day—in judging the world both Angels and 
men—in condemning the wicked, and punifhing them in Hell— 
and, in acquitting the righteous, and rewarding them in Heaven. 


CHAPTER XIL 
on OF the Gefpel offer—its fncerity —its importance 
oe Tt THE offer of pardon, peace with God, and eternal life is 
ae T made to all, without diftinétion, to. whom the Gofpel 


` comes. - Thus Chrift proclaims: John. Vii 37. oM ang man 
` thirft let him come unto me and drink... See alfo, Rev: xxu. 17e -1 


-~a Iris the command of Chrift, that the Gofpel offer fhould 


pipe a gestae T 


38. 


re eaten 


be made to qll men. -Thus he direéts hia Apottles and Minit- - 
teys. Mark xvi 15: Go ye into. aH the world end preach the 
Gofpel ta every creature. ` $ ‘Vim. ii. a, Whe will have all mea: . 


to be faved, and to çame unta the knowledge of the. trythe ooo = 


with trifling, much mote, with injuftice to his creatures. ~~ = °° ~ 
gL There re important reafóns for offering the! Gofpel to 
niany of ‘the’ non-elect, among which is this; that'now they 
have no cloak for their fin: ‘and the juftice of Godin their dé — 
_- . ftruétion will be, on that'account,‘the:more confpictions:! John 
oo Be ask y Ekad not come,’ and fpoken into them, Tays Chrift, they 
had net had fin; but pow, haue they no thak ‘for their fins” à Uor? 
ii. 15., For we are unto God, Tays Paul, g fweet fapour’ of Chrif 
Sithim that ave Favis ahd th them that perih. AE. To the che 
ave ave the favcurof death unto death, and to the other’ the Yovour : 
-of life usta life, and whois fufficient for thefe things ? eo 
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OF. the. application of _Redemption— Regeneration— Repent, apee 
a mee rth” mort SIO EE BG nm 


THOU GH a complete and glorious provifion is made ~ 
, through the atonement and righteoufnefs of Chrift; fuf- 
tox. che falvation-of the whole world 3 get,’ fuch ig.the 


+ 


` ficient 


29. 

oppofition of the human heart to God, ‘and to the Gofpe] of 
his grace, that none will comply with the Gofpel offer, unlefs 
renewed by the Holy Ghoft.. Chrift fays, John v.: 40. Ye swill 
not come to me, that ye might have life. John vi. 44. No man can 
come ta me, except the Father, who hath fent me, draw him. * _ 


we 


. 2» Regeneration, or the new-birth, is fuch a change of hegrt 
as-is implied in the prefence and indwelling of the Spirit pf God 
. in the Soul, imparting to it, in fuch degree as feemeth him 
good, his own holy nature. John ii. 6. That which is born of 
the flefb is flefh, and that which is born of the Spirit is fpirit.: Col. 
i. 27. Chrif in you the hope of glorye. Phil. it. 13. dt is God that 
worketh in: you both to will and to do of his good pleafure. © It is 
{piritual illumination. Acts xxviv 18. Fo epen their eyes, and to 
turn them from. darknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. >It is the love of ‘God in the heart i John-iv. 7. Every 
one that loveth is born of Ged, and kaoweth’God. It is a new cre- 
ation.: ` 2 Cor. v.-19. Jf any man be in Chrifi he is a new creature. 
ft is fanhification begun.” It is paffing from death to life; the 
Principle imparted is fpiritual life, and the beginning of eternal 
life. -Chrift in the heart is the Life. “The True God and Eternal 
Life. Phil i..6.:-John xiy. 6. 1 John v."20. -It is effe€tual 
calling. Rev. iii. 20::-Jf any man bear my voice, and open. the 
Bor, T will come -in t'im; and fup swith kimy and he with me. 
John Mr 25. Verily, verily I fay unto you,‘ the time ts coming, ard 
now. is, when the dead foall hear the woice-of ihe Son of Ged, and 
they that hear fhall live.-As an effeét; it is life and a¢tion in the 
fubjeQt. It ir God that worketh: in you to dz. “Yt does not imply 
lofs or diminution of liberty. | Ht is God thet cworketh in yeu to wilt. 
‘The agent producing this work is the Holy Ghoft, and the means 
or inftrument, in active Converfion, is the word of God: “James 
i. 18. Of his own will begat he us by the word of truth. 
“3. Repentance is that exercife ofthe new born foul which 
confifts in felf-loathing for fin, in view of the fpotlefs puriry 
and holinefs of God, and as committed againft God, with pur- 
pofe of heart to forfake it. Thus Job exprefies his penitence 5 
Jobsti 5. 6: Jave heard of thee by the bearing of the ear, but 
now mine. eye feeth thee, Wherefore T abhor mayfelf and repent in 
duf and afbes: And David his: Pfa. lie 4. Againft thee, thee 
only, have I finned, and done this evil in thy fight. At is not forrow 
for fin confidered’ fimply as an event, which may, and will, be 
overruled for good. © Now, therefore, fays- Jofeph to his brethren, 
Gen. xiv. 5. Be not grieved nor angry with yourfelues, that ye fald 
ame hither, for God did fend me before you to preferve life. Nor as 
expofing the finner to-punifhment. Mat. xxvii. 4. Judas re- 
ated himfelf, faping, «Shave | finned, in that T have betrayed ite 


énnacent blood, but in horror of mind he went and hanged himfelf, 


~and went to his own place. - 


ememr east in 


7 
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T 4. Faith, in general, is affent to a propofition, afferting or dë- 
‘nying a fa, as true, on teftimony. It always implies confi- 


‘dence in the moral character of the witnefs. 


‘Faith in God is affent to a propofition, refpecting- a fact or 


t do€trine, as true, on the teftimony of God, refulting from an 


_ -affe€tionate confidence in his perfe&t and immutable rectitude 
or goodnefs.’ Heb. xi. 6. He that cometh to God muft believe that 
Beis, and that he isa rewarder of them that diligently fek bims- 


“Faith in Chrift is receiving him on the teftimony of God, as 

the faithful’ and true witnefs, and the great teacher fent from ~ 
"God, with reft of foul on him as an‘all-{ufficient Saviour... Gal. - 
oy. 6. For in Fefus Chrift neither circumcifion availeth any thing,- 
onor uncircumcifion, but faith which worketh by love... John i: 12+ | 


- As many as received him, to them gave he power to become. the fons 
of God, ever ta them that believe on his name. Faith is to believers, 
_ in this world, inftead of fight. ‘They endure as /eeing him-who 
is invifible. “Heb. xi. 27: To. the eye. of faith things -unfeen 


are prefented as real and infinitely folemnand important. Faith. 


“is; asv it-werey their fabftance. and. evidence. Heb. xi. r. It 
“governs and animates the Chriftian’s walk through life...2 Cor. 


v- 7. Things feen. and temporal, with them loole their -afcen-" 


dency; they become ftrangers and pilgrims on the Earth; and 
they feek a better, even, heavenly country... It is the a€@ which 
_- unites the believer to Chrift, fo as to become one with him. It 


o .entitles him, through . grace, to all. the benefits of Chrift’s pur- ` 


chafe—to pardon of fin through his atonement—to juftification 
through. his righteoufnefs—to adoption—to peace. with. God— 


to fanctification through. the Spirit—to grace to perfevere; and 


~ to the final, complete and eternal, enjoyment of God. 
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“CHAPTER XIV. 5 


+ Of the benefits of redemption—Parden of, ‘fin— Fuftification— Ads rs | 
tion-—Santhification—Peace with God— Hope —Foy—E fications 


co n grace—Perfeverance. 5: 


= i HE pardoning’of finis a gracious a&t of God in behalf 
° < of believers, acquitting them from guilt and punih- 


“ment, on account of the atonement which Chrift has made 
„to the juftice of God, in. their room and ftead. Rom. iii. 25%. 
Whom God hath fet forth to be a propitiation, thro’ faith in his blood, 
“> to declare bis righteoufne/s, for the: remiffion of finte: It is a gra- 
eous act, though complete: fatisfaction is made; becaufe, the 


. . perfonal ili-defert of believers remains, becaufe the fatisfadtion : 


T 
made is not of their own providing or making, and becaufe, 
faith itfelf, which interefts them in it, is the gift of God: Eph. 
ii. 8. By grace are ye faved thro faith and that not of yourfelves, it 
is the gift of God. 0 > > ~ 7 


> 2. Juftification is an a& of God as judge declaring believers 
to be righteous, or right with the law, on account of the righ- 
teoufnefs of Chrift, in which they are interefted by faith,and 

accepting and treating them as fuch. Rom. x. 4.. Chrif is the” 

end of the law for righteoufnefs, to every one that believeth. It is @ 

gracious a&t, becautle it is not grounded om perfonal obedience, 

or. good works. . Rom. iii. 28. Therefore we conclude that a man 

is juftified by faith without the deeds of the law. Faith itfelfis not 

-the ground of juftification confidered as a good work ; but juf- 

A tification is through faith, as the a€t which forms the union be- 

tween Chrift and believers, in which, the righteoufnefs of Chri 

is fet to their account... It is of faith that it might be by grace.-— 

Rom. iv. 16. They are juftiied by works,,.no otherwile than 

as good works are the proper evidence of the reality of faith. 

James ii. 18.. Show me thy faith without thy works; and I will 

Jhow thee my faith by my works. 17. Faith without works is dead, 

being abonesi 


-< 3. Adoption is a gracious a& of God conftituting believers, * 
-~ in their effeCtual ‘calling, to. be his fons; heirs’ of God, joint 
« — heirs with Chrift, and heirs of all things ; and treating them as 
“ fuch; by fending forth the Spirit of his Son into their hearts, 
crying Abba, Father ; and by beftowing upon them, in due time, 
the Heavenly inheritance. 1 John iti. 2. Beloved, now are we 
`. the fons of God. . 1 Cor. iii. at the clofe. All are yours, and ye are 


4. San@tification is the work of the Holy Spirit; or, it is his 

prefence in the hearts of believers; enlightening their under- 

“ftandings to difcern the excellency of Chnft and divine truth ; 

4 {piritualizing their affections conftraining their „wills 5. con- 

vincing them, more and more of fin; fubduing their corrup- 

tions; encreafing their humility; invigorating ‘their faith; 

weaning them from the world; animating their hope; produ- 

cing in them the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs ; giving them 

- the earneft of the Heavenly inheritance; and meetening them, 
more and more, for the full enjoyment of it. 2. Thes. il. 13. 


“ge Peace with God is that calm ftate of mind which refults- 
froni an unreferved. fubmiffion of the foul to God, to which we 
are brought, by the effectual working of his power, in genuine 
converfion: ', It is the fruit of the Spint; and, as far as perfect- 
ed,-it is the end of the controverfy which the natural man main- 
` tains againft God, as a ‘holy and fin-hating God. ` It does not 


gry Tt isa fruit of the. Spirit, who is the. eameft of the > 
Heavenly inheritance, and is inelia foretafte or anticipation of ite > 


33 ws, 
Clg: By efficacious grace” is meant,’ that grate in the heart ‘ig 
of fuch divine energy and power, 4s effectually to fubdue’ the 
finner}and.to bring into captivity every thought to the obedi- 
ence of Chrift. - The heart of the unregenerate finner is wholly 
oppofed to God, becaufe deftitute of grace 5 but the regenerate 
ceafe to be oppofed fo far as grace operates in the heart, be- 


_taule its nature is to make them willing and obedient. - Pfa, 


ex. 32: Thy people: foall be willing in the day of thy power. In 
making the fubje&s willing, it is not- oppofed to’ freedom, any — 
more -than any other ‘motive is, which has power fufficient to 


engage the will. On the contrary; it is the fource of all that 


freedom which ‘is worth enjoying, or which is any ‘privilege, or 
prerogative of a rational agent, freedom in God’s fervice. - John 
will. 34... Whofoever commutteth fin is the fervant of fin. 36. If 
the Son r fbadl make you free, ye foall be frez indeed. oiite eo 


~g. By the perfeverance of the faints is meant, that there is an 


jnfallible conneGtion between the frt alt of. faith in the bee 


~ Hever, and his abiding in the faith to the end of life 3; and be- 
- tween his fo abiding, and his eternal falvation. The ptomife of 


falvation is made to the believer. » He that believeth fball be faved. 
His falvation is-certain by promife, when he, becomes a believ- 
‘ere. It is equally certain, that he alone fhal! be faved. who en- 


-dureth to the. end. - Hence it-is-as certain, that every believer 


willendure to the end. Rom. viii. 29. Whom be did foreknows >- 
them be alfo did predeftinate to be conformed to the image of bis Son z. 
‘moreover, whom he did predeftinate, them he alfo called ; and whom 


| be called, them be alfo jufified; and whom be juftified, them be alfa 
. glorified. .. Rey. ii. 10... Be thou faithful unto. death, and. I. will 


‘give thee a crown of life. Heb. x. 39. We are. not of them that 


Drawback ta perdition, but of them that Believe to tbe faving of the 


aul a rae Da se 
f The final perfeverance. of: the faints refts not.at all on the 
ftability of their own wills, or on the indefeétibility of grace, 
‘but wholly on the ftability of God’s promife in the covenant of 
grace. John vi. 37. All that the Father bath. given me foball- 
“come to me ; and he that cometh ta me, I willin no wife caft out. 
‘Nor does it admit, though final falvation be fecured to believers, 


that they may,at times, be wholly deftitute of grace; for the 


-. Holy Ghoft is given them, to abide in them, foréver.. t John __ 


iii. g. Whofeever is born of Ged doth not commit: fit, for his feed’ 
vemaineth in him, and be cannot fin, becaisfe he is barn of God. ir 


OO CHAPTER XV. 


ee. OF the evidence of grace, bath in ourfelves and others. - 
zx (ON RACE as it exiftsin. us, lies in the affections ; or, itis 


1 (U5 the Chriftian temper. “The affe€tions, as they exif in 


- «eurien; unlefs daily Tepented of, cannot fail to-obfcure : the pa 


34 i 

“> Wss are’ known to be what they are, not by any: procefs of reaf- 
oning, but .by.confcioufnefs,.or intuition. _ Whether, they:are 

holy or finful affeCtions, however; can be known only  by-com- 


paring them with the proper flandard, and that ftandard -is the 


word of God. . The affeétions. which are the fruit of the {pirit 


= are love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, - 
` meeknefs etnperance. - Bat not every kind of affections. which 


go under thefe names, are the frait of the fpirit;, nor is every 


kind of love to. God, joy in God, truft in God, ‘&c.. the. fruit, of 


- the {pirit., But fuch.only of which God, viewed in hig, true 
charaGer, as exhibited in. his word, is the dirett cbjeét.- -We 


may. be..confcious that -we exercife love to God, truft.in: God, ` 


"sand Joy..in, Gods. but whether:God, in his true.character, be 


“the diredt obje€t.or not, can be known only by, the {criptures 
_ Fightly underftood and applied... Thofe affeétions-which-are the 


fruit of imagination, fuggeftion or fuppofed revelation, are fpu- 
tious, enthufialtic: and wholly felfith; being built on the falfe.. 


hope that we are-born again, and: aré the favorites of heaven ; 


~ cand: they “will be utterly extinct; fo foon as ‘the’delufionis re- 


‘moved. "Fhe proper teft -that our affe€tions are genuine, both 


to ourfelves “ind others, ‘and without which ‘there cin beno — 


-a évidence at all, is, perfevering and univerfal obedience’ to the 
_ Iwill of God,‘as revealed in the feriptures. © John ‘xiv.'15: If ye 


Tove me keep my commandments ¥ Johny. 3: This ts the-love of 


God, that. we keep his commandments, and bis commandments are 
` “net grievous? By- perfevering “obediénce ‘is tior“ meant finlefs 
‘Ghedience;" for to this none; “itt the prefent life, attain. What 


‘is meant is, a geveral walk with God. Sin, however; that: gains = 


-the will and appears ‘in outward act, and efpecially grofs fin, 
“will diminith, ‘and ‘often, for a feafon, wholly annihilate the evi- 
‘dénce of grace ; ‘and that evidence cannot be reg: 

- Tépentance and reformation. 
‘mult be in. exact proportion to the regularityof our walk. So 
faras love is 


_ fal adts and perfe€ love, and that ‘alone cafteth out fear 


perfected, it produces perfe obedience in: exter- 


— pal: 


ained, but by 
The evidence of grace, therefore, 


ee 


` Hence it is that full affurance of hope is often intermitted,~and. 
~ 48 uftally, at any one time, of fhort duration. Sins of daily in- 


>» Névidéncé oF grace: © a : i 
visas Evidence of grace in others is wholly from external walk. 
~The affe 
-> only to him who tries the ‘reins 
= the- fubje& of: them; 
“fruits. 
“public profeffion of faith, and.a tegular. attendance ón all infti- 
tuted duties 5 but the whole of that converfation which shows a 


and the heart, and to him who is 
others: can know ‘them only. by. their 


Clions in which grace exifts, can themfelves be known 


External walk: includes not’ only external morality; a > 


ee 


2) 

life of faith,’ weanednefs from the world and heavenly-minded. 
nefs. ` -This evidence with: refpećt to moít -good men is doubt: 
fal; 3. with refpect- to fome, however, i it is entirely fatisfaQory.;: `` 
but is never infallible. 1 Cors iv. 5. Fudge: nothing before the 
time; beforé the Lord comes whe both will bring to light the hidden: 
things of darkneft, and will make mani ifef the courfels ft the heartsy 
and then fakes every man bave e prai afe g God. - 
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-E Ez CHAPTER XVI. . 
Y: a fate f trial Of death—Of the nr Of 2 ibe “bof . 
` aad $ judgment —Of Heaven—Of Hell. : 


“DAM for himfelf and all his polterity, the fecond A- 

“dam excepted, were, by divine conttitution, placed ‘in 

a ffate-of trial, under the covenant of works, the condition of. 
which was, Do and LIVE. ‘The good promifed was eternal 
life, and the évil threatened was eternal death. In this trial man 
failed of obedience, and incurred the penalty. Ia Adam all dies 


° By the covenant of grace made in Chrift man is once more 
brought into a falvable {tate ; and though he is ftill under con- 
demnation, and a prifoner of. juftice, yet he is a prifoner of hope. 
Zech. ix. 12. Turn ze tothe firong bold ye prifoners f hape: In 
this covenant the condition i is, believe and be faved.» 


~ Under the covenant of grace, the abounding of fin, in addi- 
tion to the firft, offence, i is no bar to falvation ; and the chief of 
finners may, on the propofed condition, obtain it. He that 


: believeth foal be faved. oe oy soles 


- The time of probation to each individual € continues fo long as 


~ he is in a falvable ftate, but never beyond the prefent life; and 
ait may end before life is ended; asin cafe of thofe who are 


judicially hardened, or have committed the: fin: unto death ; for 


-fuch are not ina falvable flate; their final doom is irrevocably 
_ fixed. ‘Jobn viii. 21. Eccl. ix. 10. < Luke xvi. 26. Rewex xxi 


rx. Mat. xii. 32. 0 bos : : 
“2, Temporal death is the diffolution of heci connexion betwee een 


the foul and the body; on which, the foul or-fpirit goes to God 
~ who “gave it;:and. the body returns to the duft from whence it. 


=i. was taken. -This great change, or what is equivalent to ity is 
“the lot of all men... Heb. ix. 27.: 1. Cor. xv.. g2.: 


At death, the fouls of the righteous will be freed- from fn; : 


- and perfected i in holinefs 5 they” will, in amoment, be in the oo 


~-stenta themfelves: 
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prefence of Chrift, and will enter into a ftate of endlefs happi- 

nefs; and the fouls of the wicked will enter’on a ftate of end- 

~ Jefs mifery; which, with refpeét to them both, will be confum- 
mated at the refurreCtion. -Their bodies will diffolve to their ; 
original duft.“ Thofe of the righteous. will, while they reft in 

their graves, be ftill united to Chrift; and thofe of the wicked 
will be referved to wrath. - Luke xxiii. 43. xvi. 23. : 


. "ge At the great and laft day, when the trump of God fhall 
found the alarm, Arife ye dead and come to judgment, the bodies 
~ of both the righteous and the wicked fhal, by the power of 
Chrift, be raifed to life again. Thofe of the righteous will be 
. `. raifed in glory, incorruptible and immortal, and fafhioned like. 
“unto Chrift’s glorious body ; and” thofe of the. wicked will be. 
- yaifed to fhame and everlafting contempt. The fouls and bodies». 
` of each fhall be reunited never ta be feparated more. The fame.” 
bodies, which were laid in the grave, fo far as to conftitute, the 
raifed the fame perfons, ‘hall be raifed from the dead. The .” 
body of Chrift raifed: was the fame as that crucified; and the’ 
bodies of the faints which were raifed, at Chrift’s refurrection, 
were the fame. as thofe which. were -laid in the graves, or they >i 
would not have been faid to come out of their graves. Dan. `: 
xu, 2. John v. 28, 29. 


“:~q- There is a day or period coming in which God {hall judge 
- the world, both: Angels and men,’ in righteoufnels, -by Jefus 
Chrift, at his fecond coming ;. when he thall, appear in his own 
_ glory, in the glory of the Father, with the holy Angels... Chrift, < 

as mediator, will judge the world. For God hath appointed a` >: 
dey in which he will judge the world in righteoufnefs, by that man 
whom he hath ordained, - Adts xvii..31. The day or period will 


be of fufficient duration to declare to finite intelligences the ~ 
righteoufnefs of God; for it is the day of the revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God: to-make ‘this known is its ob- - 


-jett and defign. . The time when, is hid in the counfels of God < 
from all creatures. .-Mat. xxiv. 36. But of that’ day and hour. > 
7 knoweth no man, no, not the Angels in heaven, but my Father only. 


The rale of judgment to thofe who have enjoyed the word or =- į 


the written law of God, will be that word or law 5: and to thofe 


-= who have not, it will be the law written in the heart. Rom: ik 


12. For as many as have finned without law, foall alfo persfh with- -; | 


cut low 5 and as ma 
the laws: Ige For when the Gentiles which bave net the law d 
by nature, the things of the law, thefe haying nat the law, are a law 


x 15. Who foow the work of the law written in a 
«their hearts.: z> ores oe a Steaua AOT ERRET 


The righteous. will be acquitted ; on: the ground of Chris : 5 


ny as bave finned in the law feall be judged by. oe] 
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atonement ; they. will: be. juftified on the ground of his tigh- 
teoulnefs ; and, will be, rewarded according to their works- 
the wicked will be condemned on the ground of the lapfe or of-. 
fence, and will be punifhed. as that offence. hath abounded in 
wicked works. .The fentence of the judge, in cafe of the righ- 
teous, will be, Come. ye bleffid of my Father inherit the kingdoms 


_ prepared for you, from the foundation of tke world; and, in cafe of. 


the wicked, Go ye curfed into everlajfing fire, prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. Rom. v. 18. Rev. xx. 12: Mat. sh 345-410) 


g. Heaven is that perfedt ftate of reft and joy in God which, 
in {eripture, is called. everlafting life; and which includes all 
manner of life, of the foul, {pirit. and body, which can be any. 
perfection or bieffednefs. Itis the inheritance of Angels and of 
all the faints; and the inheritance is God himfelf. It is given 
to Chrift and to all the members of his myftical body, in the 
covenant of redemption.. Chrift is appointed to be the heir of 


. all things: Heb. i. 2, and his members joint-heirs with him. 


Rom. viii. 17. The fum of the covenant of grace is exprefied, . 


Lev. xxvi 12. in thefe words, J will be your God and. ye fhall be 
` < amy people. God is their inheritance, and he vouchfafes to make 


them his..Deut.xxli.g. The Lord's portion is his people; Jacob is the 
lot of bis inheritance. It isa ftate of freedom from all pain. Rev. 
xxi. 4... The bleffed inhabitants fhall all be petfeétly conformed 
to God, in their affections, volitions and ations ; ‘his will in all 
things fhall be done. Their joy, confifting in the moft bleffed 


< communion between God and them, and with each other, will 


be confummate.:.. The union between Chrift and his members 
will be perfeéted, fo that they will have become one perfec? man, 
the meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift. Eph iy. 
13. The'man Chrift Jéfus will forever remain one perfon with ` 
the fecond perfon of the Godhead ; and his members will for- 
eyer remain, in a fenfe, one with him, their glorious head $` and 
the joy refulting from hence, to the human nature of Chrift, and 


to the faints in light, will be an expreffion of the bleffednefs of 


the Triune God, as perfeét as can be effected, in the progvefs of 


eternal ages, by his infinite power, wifdom and goodnefs.— 


Their eternal ftate fhall be joy, and their eternal work praife.— - 
1 Cor. ii. 9. Eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, nor have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them 


| that love him, x but Ged hath revealed them unto us by his fpirit. . 
"176. Hell is that fate of eternal torment, which is called eter- 


nal death; the wages of fin, the portion of all the wicked.> Te 
confifts -in an eternal and utter feparation from God ‘and’ all 
good—in the ‘unreftrained rage of malignant paffions, hatred, 


| < maliceand rage againft God andone another 3: and in the pof- 


_ itive inffi@ion of wrath from the hand of the Almighty. It is 


ai 
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ss 
reprefented’ by the. worm that: never dies; dùd by the fire that: 
never fhall be quenched; by everlafting’ fire, and by à lake of. 
fre burning with brimftone. < Whether the wicked in hell will’ 


> be tormented with elementary. fire, or not, is immaterial. Thus - 


“puch i is certain, thatthe {pint of truth would not reprefent the 
torments of the damned beyond their, reality, by thefe dreadful 
images; nor fill the minds of men with vain fears. Gn the: 


< contrary, no reprefentation’ toa finite’ mind. can give ‘an ade- 
quate.conception of the'difplay of that wrath: of the. Almighty 


which fhall exhibit the ftrength of his oppotition to fin. ri- 
€ Such is the difference which fhall be put between the: tighe 


-téous and the wicked—between him that ferveth God and hiny 


that fervethi him. not og 


“08, ihat they were wife, that ag wii h sis that wy sould . 


F anja fider their latter end. 


CHAPTER xvi nee ers E 


T. ed by a voluntary agent, in. the produCtion of any 


of the t means of. grace thr nature—ther i importanee Eai SEN 


EANS; in general, are thofe things which are employ- = 


work or efe&.-. Confequently, means. arein themfelves, def-. 
 titute of power or-efliciency 5 and whatever of thefe i is, i in i any 


ate, exerted, it muft be referred to the: agent alone. - 


C God, the fource of all. power, ‘can produce any event he 7 


pleafes immediately, or. -without the- entervention of means; but - 


for important realons, -he often employs them, both in the 
“natural and: moral world, i in the production of events; and the 
-nature and glory of his operations are, in-fuch cafes, thro’ them, 


_ more perfectly feen and contemplated „by creatures. "Thus in: 


~i 


-the kingdom of grace, the treafure of the gofpel is committed © 
-to earthern veffels, that the ie excellency 0 of the power, might be of oS 


God- _ 2 Cor, iv. Ae 


3. The means: ‘which: ‘God ales, i in i “convincing, converting: Po 


oy ‘and bringing home to ‘himéfelf, -his elect, are infinitely diversi- 


fied; and they are fuch, in every cafe, as will moft fully -difplay 
of the Spirit, tse. even fo thou knawef? not the works of. God wha 


maketh all. John iti. 8. The wind” bloweth where it lifteth, thou 


: ithe riches of his. grace... Eccl. xi. g. Thou: knowefl. not the way <; 


ig ‘the found. thereof, but canf} not tell whence it cometh, z nor~ z 


whither it goth, fi is every one that is born of the [pirit. «0: 


7 n ac +: The means sof graces i ina frit and | proper fenle, are eles = 5 


pao 
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in which, not only the agency of God,-but that of man alfo, are l 


means of grace by the unregenerate and their falvation ; nor is 
thére‘belWeen the means the hufband-max employs’ in“ the cul- 
ture of his field, and-a crop... In both cafes, fuccefs equally de- - 
` pénds“on, the bleffing of -God on human endeavor. But fuch 
úle of means, by the regenerate, as isthe fruit of faith, is, by. 
thé prornife“of Göd, infallibly conneéted” with their ‘falvation: 
Mat. xxi. 22: AU things whatfoever ye foal afk in prayer, belieoe 


ing, ye fball-receive.* B 


6. Though the ufe of means, in cafe of the unregenerate, is 
not infallibly connected with falvation, yet none may hope for 
falvation in the neglect of them. Faith cometh by hearing. 


7. It does not appear, from’ feripture, that any obtain falva- 
tion without the intervention or ufe of the appomted means of 
grace. The cafe of fuch children of believing parents as hav- 
ing been, fincerely dedicated to God in baptifm, die in infancy 3, 
‘though there‘is reafon'to hope they are faved, is not an excep- 
tion. ‘ For, though fuch’ are themfelves incapable’ of ufing 
means, yet means areufed for them, in their dedication accord-. 
ing to God’s appointment, fothat the promife of God embraces 
them.” Gen. xvii. 7. 7 will-effablifh my covenant between me and 
thee and thy feed after thee. Adis i. 39. The promife is unto yeu. 
and to your children.” Mat. xix: 14: Suffer: little children ‘to come: 
unto me and forbid them not, for of fuch ts. the kingdom of heaveno— 


` Nor does it appear, that’fuch of the Heathens, Jews or Mahom- . 


ctans who live and die ignorant of the gofpel, are an exception. 
‘Ged indeed is no refpetter of perfons, and in every natisn, he that 


< feareth God and worketh rightecufnefs is accepted with hime. Stilie 
~ mutt be the only living and true.God whom they fear, and the 


~ tighteoufnefs wrought out by them muf be the fruit and evi- 


dence ‘of faith: For hó” man, according’ to the feriptures, | 
‘can be <juftified except | thro’ the ‘righteoufnefs of Chrift; nor 
through that righteoufnefs; except he“ be’ mterefted in it, nor’ 
can he be interefted in it, except he be united to Chrift by faith,’ 


"nor can he have faith, except by hearing, nor can he “hear ex- 
_-eept the word be fent him- Indeed, alt who from among the- 


pf juftice = 28 
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_ Gentilés are- turned’ to''God,! of whom the feriptures give an 
acconnt are -begotten® again to’ a lively: hope, by the word of — 
truth Roms x. 14, tey 172 Prov: xxix. 18. Where there is — 
na vifon the people perifh, but he that-keepeth the law, happy is bes |: 
_ 92 "Rs "The fovereignty of God in his various dealings with na- ~ 

tious, may as cally be vindicated; as" in. his various dealings 
-with individuals: For, ‘if all menare juftly: condemned. as fin- » 

- «nets, then the beftowment of grace and glory, in any cafe, is of 
“mere mercy ; but farely none can claim mercy, on the footing | 


a 


ig. Hence appears the vaft importance -of a diligent 
~ o ance'on.all the inftituted means of grace—of an early dedication 
- -df ourfelves and offspring to God in his covenant—and of fend- =: 

-ing the good news. of falvation, according, to the command of 


o “therifen Saviour, to his Apoftles and their fucceffors; to all na. 


o tions: Mark xvi. 15, 16.. Go ye into all the world and preach the 
` gofpel to every creature. He that believeth and.is baptized fhall be 
faved, but be that believeth not fall be damned, © © os 0 iia 


OF APTER SVU of aaa 
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: UTIES ‘refult from relations: < We ftand related to God 
BP as creatures, formed and fupported by his power and 
_ goodnefs; and alfo to God and Chrift as. finners, for whom a) 
ranfom of infinite. price is paid ; and hence arife various duties ~- 
which we owe to God, to Chrift and to ourfelves. We alfo- 
- ftand related to the whole family of Adam—to our.country, and > 
"individuals varioufly, as hufbands and wives, parents. and chil-- 
dren, malters: and. fervants, fuperiors, inferiors or equals, as 
neighbors, as members of a family, and as members of the 
< Church of Chrift, from whence refult various other duties; the _ 
:: molt important of thefe feveral duties: will. be noticed in their 
> As the creatures of God we are bound, : ees ee 
“1. To Love niu with all the heart and foul and ftrength and 
_ mind. This affe€tion of heart is the great principle of obedi- 
ence 5 and. the fum.of what.is required: by the divine law,.as. ~ 
expounded. by ‘Chri. himfelf. Mat. xxi. -373-387397 4% © 
~The love of God is, in its nature,. good will to men:-or, it is— 
= ‘an exercife of univerfal benevolence... Ifa man fay, I love Gedy 
and kateth bis brother, beis a liar- 1 John iv..20. It adds noth-. 


i 
Low i e e : 
“ing to God’s fulnefs, but itis delight and joy in it as beirig, in 
itielf,-of infinite. worth; as well as the {pring of all created 
good. Itis complacence in God; becaufe his being and pers 
feCtions are friendly to the Univerfe : and it is gratitude; in 
view of all that good which he beftows on ourfelves or others. 


-~ 2» TO WORSHIP AND ADORE HIM, and him only. This. is 
the homage of the heart : and: implies all outward aéts which 
are the proper expreflion of: inward reverence and fear. - It is 
‘due to God, as God, and our. God : and to make any crea» 
ture, however exalted,: the object of worfhip is idolatry ; -and 
the higheft affront to God + It is denying him to be God ; giv- 
ing to the creature his prerogative as God; and robbing him, 
as far as in us lies, of his glory.. Mat. iv. 10. Thou fbalt wore 
Joip the Lord thy God, and him only fhalt thou ferve. See thou do it 
. not, fays the angel to John, when about to worthip him, for I 
am: thy fellow fervant, Ec. worfoip God. Exod. xx. 3. Thou 
Jeol have no other gods before mes © >, me 


- 3. To REVERENCE HIS NAME, The name of God is his 
works and word, or whatever makes him known to creatures + 
and to think and {peak of them with awful but filial refpe@, as 
expreffions of his excellent greatnefs, and with like refpect to 
mention thofe appellations which he has appropriated to himfelf, 
is to -reverence his name. The oppofite to this is blafphemy, 
perjury, profane fwearing, denying, or vilifying the feriptures, 
and curfing or abuling the creatures of God. Exod. xx.°7. 
Thou fhalt nat take the name of the Lord thy Godin vain, for the 
Lord will not hold him guiltlefs, that taketh his name in vain, 


4. To ogy HIM. This is to be conformed to his. preceptive 
“will in our affe€tions, volitions and outward actions, as our 
law-giver and judge, who has aright toenjoin what is fit, gene- 
rally, or under {pecial circumftances, and who can enjoin noth- 
_ing but what is fo... His law written in the heart is of the fame 
„obligation with that written in his word. The duty refults 
from the perfection of God’s knowledge and will, and the fal- 
Jlibility of ours. 1 Sam. xv. 23. Behold! to obey is better than 
Jfacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. For tebellion is as 
the fin of witchcraft, and fubbornefs is as iniquity and idolatry. © 

5- To SUBMIT TO HIS PROVIDENTIAL WILL. This duty 
is, in principle, the fame as obedience. It differs only as it ree 
lates to the will of God made known in the events of Provi- - 
-dence, and as it can be exercifed only when thofe events are 
-afflidtive.. It confifts in. bearing affliction with patience, and 
cheerful acquiefcence, becaufe the hand of God is feen in them. 

“Ttarifes from a conviCtion that all events are brought to ‘pais by 
the hand of God, purfuant-to the plan of his wife and eternal 


A 
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- eounfels. Job expreffes the language of it, Job ii. 10. Shall we 
receive good at the hand of God, and fhall-we not receive evil? \ts 
oppofite is murmuring and complaining under afflictions, which, 
whether God be thought of or not, is real rebellion againit him. 
6. To BELIEVE nis woro “This duty confifts in relying 
on the bare word of God, apart from any other evidence of the _ 
truth affertedy: merely becaufe. God has faid it. > Its, obligation 
Tefults. from the immutable. truth of. God 5. and it is moft rea- : 
Jonable, becaufe the teftimony-of God. is as complete demon- 
ftration of the fact’ or- truth afferted, as can -arife from the evi- 
dence of fenfe, or the clearet dedu€tions of reafon. . Heb. vi. 
“18, Dhat by tava immutable. things -in which it was impoffible fer 
God to lie, we might have a flrong confolation. .To difbelieve his _ 
word is exceedingly finful and highly provoking to. God. 1 John 
“Neo. He that believeth. not God, bath made him a liar. we 
“a. To TRUST In Gop. | This is fomething more than a bare 
affent to the truth on the teftimony ‘of God ;.1t is a recumbency — 
Of foul on God as a faithful’ God. faithful to. his promifes, de- 
~ firing and. embracing. the good promifed as the portion of the 
foul. Its exercifes’ are “ftrongeft in the darkeft feafons.. Job 
sexpreffes it with great ftrength, when in the deepeit affliction. 
Job xii: 15. Though he flay me yet will [truff in him. ° 


>: 8. To Hope in. cop. -This is an affection of heart, as has _ 
been faid, looking forward to, and defiring the good which God 
‘has promifed, confidered as future and attainable, -or rather as 
certain by the promife of God, notwith{tanding the difficulties, 
however great, which may lie in ‘the: way: of its attainment. = ~ 
‘The Pfalmift expreffes it fervently.” Pfa. xlii. 11. Why art thou 
caf down, O my foul, why art thou. difquicted within me? Hope 
thou in God, for I foall yet praife hin, whois the health of my coun-— 
tenance and my God.. l . . - 


9g. To rejoice IN Gop. Itis our duty to be filled with the - 
fpirit, becaufe it is made the fubje€t of command ; but the pre- 
_fence and indwelling of the fpirit is the earneft of the heavenly 
“inheritances it is eternal life begun : John iti.36: He that bes 
_ Sieveth on the Son hath everlafting life. < Yo rejoice in this is a réz- 
fonable outgoing of foul in poffeflion of fuch a portion; and it 
“4s not. the lefs a duty, becaule it is the neceffary effect of the 
-Prefence of God in the heart. Phil. iv. 4. Rejoice in the Lord ~ 
-alway z. and again, LT fay; rejoice.” - a re eee 
10. To Praise Gop, This is the expreflion of joy and 
admiration. “Its objet is God’s excellent greatnefs, and it con- 
“fits in publifhing abroad the elevation of foul we feel in view of - 
4 in plalms and hymns, and {piritual fongs, and in other acts, 


Ei 


ayer 


cia 


we 


CAB 


expreflive of our high efteem of God and delight ‘in him. — Pfa.- 
cl. 2. Praife: him ‘according to-bis excellent ` greatneft.’ lags 
W hofo offereth praife glorifieth me. E Po Eo L LL a 

As finners were are bound, — 


AAPL TO REPENT oF sin. This -is moft- reafonable,- for 
our oppofition to God, his- government and) grace is without: 
reafon, and wholly againft..reafon;.‘becaufe, there-was vevery-. 
thing.in God to claim our love and demand our obedience ; and. © 
becaufe, our own happinefs,%or well being, was: infeparably: 
connected with perfeverance in holinefs.~ The obligation: ta: 
repent would have refted upon us forever, if grace had never: 
been offered; and it. will forever reft on thofe who perith im 
their fins. But-we-are now efpecially bound to repent, fince’ 
the grace of God hath appeared to men; and this-is'-the greate 
demand of the gofpel. Mat. iit. 2. Repent, for the Kingdom-of. 
Heaven is at hand. Mark i. 15. Repent, and believe thé gofpel. 
Luke xiii. 3: Except ye repent, ye fhall all likewife piripi. “AS 
XVii. 30.-Lhe times of this ignorance God winked- at, but ‘now he 
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Loy oad 
ty we owe to” 
“OF humble 
and ‘their feet" 


13. To BELIEVE in Curis... This-is the great condition., 
of gofpel falvation. Fe that believeth fball be faved, and he that. 
believeth not [ball be damned. Mark xvi. 16. , ‘This requirement is 
mott reafonable, becaufe God has borne teftimony of Chrift that’ - 
he is his Son 3 and this he-has done by a’ voice from heaven— 


= Mat. iti. 17: And lo, a wice from heaven, faying, This is my bez. 


‘loved Son, in whom Tam well pleafed—by his miraculous works—. 


by his refurrection from the dead—and by his afcenfion into” 
heaven: becaufe he is the faithful and true witnefs, fent of | 
God to bear witnefs to the truth: becaufe he is able to fave to” 
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thé üttermoft all tliat come unto God by him: and beeaufe there: 


_ is no difficulty in believing to an honeft and upright heart. 
- In general, we are bound, | | 5 oe ia ete 


,<14.-To follow the example of Chrift, fo far as it is imita- 
ble by, us--to love him-as’ our God, our Saviour and our elder 
brother-—to obey him as our law giver—to honor him. as -our: 
_ king.and head-—to learn of him as our mafter.and_teacher—to. 
draw: near to. God, thro’ him, as our interceffor and advocate ; 
with the Father—to fear him as our judge—to be willing to fill 
up what remains of his fufferings, which may.be allotted to us, 
even unto death—to devote ourfelves,: living and dying, to -his 
` canfe-cto exercife towards him the fame affections of heart, and 
o fethe fame-degree;: as towards the -Father—and ‘to pay him 
equal adoration and praife, becaufe he is the TRUE GoD AND; 
EYERNAL LIFE.» we ee Hear 


In particular, we are bound, 20 


“sags ‘To fan@iify the firft day of the week- asa Sabbath ‘of - 
teft, purfuant to.Chrift’s appointment, who is Lord of the Sab- _ 


bath... God inftituted the feventh day from the beginning of 
time, a Sabbath of reft, and bleffed it, and fandtified it; becaufe, 
on that day he refted from all his works, which he had created’ 
and made. It was fet apart as holy time, for the'immediate 
_wotthip and fervice:of God, in commemoration of the work of 
creation... It was inftituted for the benefit of man ‘while ‘inno-. 
cent; arid alfo after the fall, as placed“ under -a` difpenfation of 


grace. Mark i, 27. The Sabbath was made for man. ee 
-To keep holy to.God a feventh patt of: time, and one day in 


feren, is of moral-and perpetual” obligation, and. is enjoined in. - 
the fourth commandment of the moral law. Exod. xx. 8, gy Tov. 


i lig change from ‘the feventh day of the week’ to the firft day,” 
isno contravention. of the fourth commandment; we are ftill 


to work fix days and to reft the feventh, as from the beginning. - : 
Six days thew  foalt da thy work, and the feventh day thou fhalt ref. 
-> The evidence of its change from the refurrection of Chrift to ` 
the end‘of the world arifes from the declaration of the Apoftle. 


Heb, iv. 9; 10. There remaineth therefore a. reff, ot, in the ori- 
ginal, a fabbatifm, or Keeping of a Sabbath, to the people of Ged. 
For he that is entered into bis refl, he alfo hath ceafed from his owt 
- works as Gad. did front his—From ‘the peculiar honor “which 


Chat has put on the firft day—-From the early pradtice of his > 


dilciples in mecting on that day te break bread—From. its being: 
called thé Logp’s p4r—From the confideration that the pur- 


__. Shafe of redemption, a far more’ glorious work ‘than that of 


Pees 


ass 
creation, and the end of it, was ‘completed on:that day. . And 
fron the general confent, to this point, of the Chriftian, Church; ` 
from the times of the. Apoftles to the prefent days 0 7T, ‘ 
~The Sabbath. is to be fanQtified by refting from labour; works. 
of-neceflity “and mercy ‘excepted, and from recreations—by a+ 
holy’reft of foul in God—by a devout sitendancé on the public’ 
wotfhip and ordinances of God’s houfe, as opportunity prefents;: - 
| and by the reading of his word and ‘other religious: exercifes: - 


and acts of devotion’ in the family and clofet.:> Remember the: 
Sabbath day to keep it holy. isi ott Ps ree t 
~16...To conress the name of Chrift before men, | This duty. 
Ie -refts upon all who have heard of Chrift’s name; and are, or,, 
*.from their advantages, might be acquainted with his doétrine. 
i Mat. x. 32. Whofeever fall confefs me before men; him will I alfa. 
confefs beforé my: Father which is in heaven. -To-confefs Chrift’ 
. before men ‘is publicly to profefs faith in Chrift. "They who’ 
- have'not faith cannot profes it without: hypocrify 5° ftill’ theirs ~ 
want-of faith, being their own fault, cannot.excufe them in. the: 
omiffion-of fo plaina duty... 22 hind i3 


pelbasto acc, ble lid dew GF 
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“37. To: Devore ourfelyes and infant children, whether by: 
nature or adoption, to Ged in the facrament of bapti{m.. Fhis. 
| facrament was inftituted by Chrift, as the initiating {eal of the" 
& covenant of grace, in which, the wafhing with water, in the’ 
name of the Holy Trinity, reprefents, that we are born again, — 
John iii. 5. Except a man be born of water and of the fpirit he cana 
not enter into the kingdom of God—-that we arè dead to fin and - 
alive to:God, Rom:'vis'4: ‘Buried with him by Laptifm into death, 
that like ut. Chrif was raifed up from the dead, by the glory of the 
Father ; ever fo. we alfo fhould walk in newnef¢ of life—that.. we: 
ate -interefted in Chrift, Gal.: iii 27. As “many of youias bave: 
‘been baptized into Chriff, have put on Chrift: It initiates into the: 
|; vifible Church or family of Chrift; and is-to-be applied only to 
| * fuch as profefs theirfaith in Chrift,:and to'their infant chib- 
| dren. A@s vii. 37. And Philip -faid,: if thou believef with all 
i thine heart thou mayeff, (be baptized) and be anfwered and faid; Ie 
believe that Fefus Chrif is the San of Ged. Adts xvi. 33--and 
~ hetook them the fame kour of the night, and wafbed their firipts, and, 
i was baptized, he, and all bis, frraightway..- The infants of believ-: 
| ers are proper fubjects of baptifm, becaufe. God ‘included them. 
in the covenant made with Abraham, which was, for fubftance,, 
| the covenant of grace 5, and on, which, both. the Jewith and 
= Chriftian Church are founded 3 and becaute they never were, 
| cutoff. The Church of Chrift is the Olive Tree ; the Jews, 
| the natural branches, are, fome of them broken off by unbelief 5. 
the Gentiles, tho” wild by nature, are graffed in;, the Jews, if, 
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they till abide not in-unbelief, thall be graffed in agains “and” 
the immunities of the Chriftian Church ‘are not abridged’ but: 
enlarged... Hence infants have the fame’ ftanding ‘under. the 
Chrittian,: as they~had under the -Jewith; difpenfation. The 
evidence of this-is corroborated by the declaration of Chrift,— . 
| Mat xix. rqe Jefus faid, fuffer: the little. ebildren to come unto: 
me, and forbid them nit, for of fuch isthe kingdom of heaven :: And- 
of Peter, Ats ii: 19.-The promifeis unto you and your children: ; 
by the baptifm. of whole families on profeifion of faith, made by- - 
_ the parent: by the filence of the Jewith converts, on this -pointy 
_ who.were, forward“to complain of a departure from their infti- 
tutions, in matters of far Jefs importance: ‘and by the early and- 
“uniform pratice’of the primitive Church. 550r oter. > 
218, To coMMEMORATE the death and fufferings of Chrift; 
int the ordinance of the Lord's fupper..., ‘This is.a. facrament-in-. 
fituted. by Chrift.-. "Phe, bread broken, reprefents.. the:body -of . 
Chrift broken, and: the wine. poured forth, the blood: of Chrift.: 
fhed, upon. the crofs,- for: our, redemption... "The. remembrance, 
of Chrift in this. ordinance, fuppofes his.abfence, and -our jac=; 
quaintance with him; they who have no acquaintance with 
him cannot remember him with that love, hope and defire of his 
prefence, which this ordinance is defigned to excite and cherifh;’ , 
nor with that penitence and humility. which'*catinot fail td’'ac-" 
company thofe exercifes ; and. without which, attendantce-at his” 
table cannot be anr-acceptable fervice MEENT : 


The command of Chritt, Do. this-in remembrance of me; lays. 
an obligation ‘on ‘all adults,- who hear the-gofpel call; becaufe 
theyre bound to repent and believe,.and_ to walk in all-thé. — 
commandments and ordinances of the ` Lord ;. and yet~it. isadi 
dreffed: immediately to the profeffed;.difciples -of -Chrift -andi 
none cah- do it: acceptably, but fuch as are fo in truth; -nor in= 
deed thofe, unlefs they examine themfelves and come ‘to. the or-: 

. dinance.in the actual exercife of faith, and: the graces of: the’ 
~ fpirit;which attend it. 1 Cor. xi. 28. Let á maa examine hime. - 
Sify and fo let bim eat of that bread and drink of that cup. 29. For 

` be that ue and. drinketh. unworthily, cateth and drinketh dame | > 

uation, [more. properly, judgment.in the original] to Aim/elf, na. 
tiferning the ards bays Vacant ee, ne >H B infil nat 


` In this ordinance, the worthy receivers commune with Chrift; 
and with one another 5 and bind themfelves, as by an’ oath, to’ 
_ be the Lord’s 5 and to watch over öne another according to the. 
= nales of the gofpel. It will continue thro’ every age, until. 
Chrifts’ fecond ‘coming; when his prefence will fupercede its, > 
_ wife or propriety. © Faith will then be fwallowed up in vifion po 
and hopein complete fruition. 8 T aT ASE a 
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as our chief good and only portion. -Ezek xxivi. 37. 
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19. To PRAY To.Gop IN. THE NAME oF CHRIST.. Prayer,- l 
in general, is a humble expreffion of defire of fome good, which 
the perfon or being addreffed is not bound, in juftice, to beftów > 
but which is craved of. his benignity or goodnefs. God is un. 


der no obligation to beftow. good upon creatures, on the ground -` 


of juftice, and certainly not on finful creatures, any farther than 
he has gracioufly bound. himfelf by promife.. He hath promifed 
no good to. men except in anfwer to the prayer of faith, and 


preferred to him in the name of Chrift. In anfwer to prayer fo 


preferred, he is bound in juftice to beftow fuch good things as 


‘comport with his revealed will; but it is in juftice to himfelf as 


a faithful God, and not to mën on the ground of perfondl defert. 
God in fovereignty beftows temporal good things on the evil and 


‘unthankful, without their afking for them; but even fuch good 
‘things are the fruit of Chrift’s purchafe, and are continued ‘to 
` men in anfwer to the prayers of the faithful... -.. 


“The fubject of prayer is; that God may, in all things ` be glo- 


rified ; that his kingdom may come, and that his will may, eve 


‘where, be done; that our fins may, for Chrift’s fake, be pardon- 


ed, and we reitored to his love and favor; that our daily wants 


‘may be fupplied ; that we may be kept from fin and temptation ; 


that we may be fupported under afflictions, and in God’s time, 
be delivered: from them, and from all evil—and that, in the end 


-we may obtain life everlafting.. -What feems moft effential in. 


prayer isa fupreme defire that: God may be glorified.. Our re- 


-quefts, therefore, ought to exprefs or imply this, as a condition, 


in all cafes, where his will is not made known. Such was. the 
prayer of Chrift during his agony in the garden. _ Luke xxii. 42. 


` Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me, neverthele/s, nat 


sny will, but thine, be done: And John xvii. 1. Father, glorify thy 


`Son, that thy Son -alfo may glorify thete oe 
= Prayer includes adoration, confeflion of fin, petition for our- 
~ felves, interceffion for others, thank{giving for good beftowed on 
-ourfelves and on all men, and praife to. God for his excellent 
“greatnefs. - ae PR as be 


The reafon of the duty arifes from the fulnefs of God, and 


~ his ability and willingnefs to confer on us and others all necef- 
fary good; from our abfolute dependence on him as creatures 5 


from its being a mean of the beftowment of every blefling, 


‘of divine appointment, and from its being a proper expreflion of 


our high efteem of God, and of our hope, truft and joy’ in him, 


CD ST 


| “CHAPTER XX 
E an ; Of dutiés avbich relate to our aloese i 


UR own well being is, in itfelf, as important zs the - 


ot well being of others; and the common, Father of men, $ 


é 


aooo 
cyégards the welfare of all with equal care, fo far as the nature 
-of his government cwilladmit : and -as his views are. perfect, 
_ our own views, fo far-as right, will be conformed to his... Con- 
fequently, our owr rights will be determined by the fame meaf- 
"ure of. juftice,: as the rights of others ; and our own good, fup- 
‘pofe it only equally known, will be fought, in all proper ways, 
“equally with that of our neighbour. <The command, Thou fhalt 
_»; Tove thy neighbour as thyfélf, fappofes that love, to ourfelves may 
X7 “gertainly be equal to that of our neighbour. = oone e7 


“Confequently; a good Jefs known cannot -be an object of equal 


“-defire of purfuit, as a good more known. ‘The good of thofe, . 


‘therefore, who live in remote. regions of the Earth: cannot be 
“= fought by-us, ~with equal delire; with that of: our own country- 


‘men + nor theirs, in general, with that of our intimate acquaint- 
ance: nor theits, with that of our own families: nor yet theirs, : 


„with that of our own perfons. But indeed, in proportion as the 
„ good of others is known, i 
“defire with cur own. =: 


vgs Tt may not, in all cafes, be-proper to employ the fame 


‘means, or if the fame, ‘not in an equal degree, to promote the. 


2: An unbiown good cannot be an objet of defire or purfuit, 


t ought to become an object of equal 


` good of others, if equally known, as in promoting our own : 


> good; becaufe, God has not committed it, equally, to our care 
~ and management... But we are bound to employ fuch means as 
“he has prefcribed, and as opportunity- prefents, with like firi- 
cerity wand affetion:. ae Seed oe Bus oe 
wege In matters: of jaflice, or fri tig 
‘man, we may never difpenfe with it, as due to others ; -but we 
‘may, for good caufe,:difpenfe with.it as due to ourfelves*?-and, 
in fome cafes, are bound: to do it~; 1. Cor. vis 7. Why do 


anot rather take. wrong P: „Wbyda ge not rather Juffer, yourfelves ta, 7 


zbe defreuded ?... 


` ge With the diftinétions thus made, and fuch as'may Toring 

from them, it is generaliy true, that the fame duties are due to, -` 
ourfelyes as to our neighbour: regarding always, and in all things, 
‘the general intereft of Chrift’s kingdom, as the centre of our 


defires and purfuits. ae 
5,6+ All duties enjoined on us, of which God or our neighbour 
i a - ae bP . i . aa se 
8 the immediate object, have relation to ourfelves 3: and are ef- 
v < fentially connected with our well being x for, in the confcien- 


of God: and, in the negleét of them, we expofe ourfelves to 


» between man and 


tious difcharge of them, we, through grace; fecure the favor ` 


s wrath and curfe, both here and hereafter. “But the mot im-. 
rant of thefe-ar¢ noticed under their proper heads: Chaftity, ~ 


Temperance and Sobriety, which properly come under the notion 
of felf-government, will be mentioned. t. 57 5 07.. irz 


Chaftity is that purity of heart which implies the empire of oe 


grace over impure luft, preventing its conception in thought and 


its appearance in word or action. James i. rg. Luft when it ~ 


hath conceived, bringeth forth death. Mat. v. 28: W bofever 
“lesketh upon a woman to luff after her, hath committed adultery with 
her already in his heart.» This duty is required by the feventh 
commandment, and is much infifted on. throughout the whole 
Bible, as being effential in the character of the good man. And 
_ whatever is imported by the terms, felf-abufe with mankind, 
`> adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, or -by any 
defcription of abominable luft which wants a name, is ftri&ly 


forbidden, as.odious in the fight of God, and as awfully expof- ~ 


~ ing.men to. the fire of his wrath. Heb.. xiii..4. Marriage is 
honorable in all, and the bed undefiled, but wheremongers and adul- 


terers God will judge. Eph. v. 5. For this ye know, that no. 


whoremonger, nor unclean perfon hath any inheritance in the kinga 
-dom of Chrif and of God. Rev. xxi.-8. Whoremongers, &c. 
- foall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
_ fiene, which is the fecond death. Re wo 


Temperance is fuch moderate ufe of the creatures of God 


. given for our fupport and refrefhment, as moft contributes to * 


health of body and vigor of mind, and as beft fits us for the 
_ fervice of God and ‘our generation. In a larger fenfe, it may 
be ufed in labor, ftudy, recreation, reft, pleature, or other ac- 
tions and things which, in themfelves, and within. due limits, 
‘are innocent; but without due limits, become occafions of fin. 
1 Cor. ix.. 25. Every one that firiveth for the maflery is temperate 


in all things. Now they do it to obtain a: corruptible crown, but wes. 
<< an incorruptible. Eph. v. 18. Be nst-drunk with wine. wherèëin 
“as excefs. Ezek. xvi. 49. Behold, this was the iniquity of thy fifier 


. “Bodom, pride, fulnefs. of bread, and abundance of idlenefi.” The 
fin of intemperance confifts in the injury done thereby to. our- 
felyes, and to others; in the abufeof the creatures which God 
» has given us to enjoy ; in the difhonor done to God by. defacing 
~ his nobleft work ; and in its unfitting us wholly for his fervice. 
_ 1 Cor. vil. 31. And they that ufe this world as not abufing it. > 


= ` Sobriety is that foundnefs of mind which implies. the empire 


oof reafon and grace. over the appetites and palfions ; limiting - 


& 


them to their proper fphere, and dire€ting them to their proper ` 


: « objets... It ftands oppofed to that difordered ftate of mind which © 
<< is Occafioned by the empire of the inferior faculties. 2 Cor. v. 


Ys 13. Whether we be befide' ourfelves, -it is to God’: or whether we 


`- Ze fater, itis for your caufo, We includes in it chialtity and tem 
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petance,. and extends farther. It is the dominion of reafon and 

. grace over partial. affe€tion, inftin€t, appetite, paffion, fancy, 
_imagination, or other faculty inferior to fan€tified reafon:.. All 
‘thefe faculties are ufeful in their proper place, they belong not 
‘to depraved nature as fuch, but are original in the nature of man, 

and become finful only when they are left to domineer in the 

foul ; and to trample on the facred rights of reafon.. Without 

their proper guide, as they are in all men whovare deftitute of 


E grace, they are the pregnant. fource of infinite mifchief in the 


-world ; and will be, till the grace of God fhall reign univerfally 
< “am the hearts of men.. It is effential to peace with God, peace. 
in our own fouls, and peace. with our fellow men... All Chrif- 


_ tians; attain to this. grace, as far as they are fanctified. Paul 
>. could: fay,; 1. Cor. ix. 276. T keep under -my body and bring it into. 
 fubjeftion.* Mt alfo ftands oppofed to drowfinefs or floth which. 
“proceed from fenfual. indulgences, ..1 Thef. v. 6. Let us nat” 


_fleep as do others, but let us watch and be fober. oe 
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OF duties we owe to cur neighbour. 

E are bound; “r. To EXERCISE GOOD WILI to the whole 
B family of Adam, óur common progenitor, viewed, ef- 
pecially, as the offspring of God, made.at firit in his image, 


“now under:a difpenfation of grace, ranfomed by the blood of. 


Chrift; which atoned for the fins of the whole world, brought 
thereby into a falvable. ftate, and-capable of inconceivable and 


‘eternal happinefs—to refpect their rights as fellow creatures—.. 

‘todo them good.as we.have opportunity, and to fend the gofpel 
-ato thofe who have it not, that they may partake with us.in the”: 

“common falvation. Luke x: 29—37- Mark xvi rge 2 


As to the rights of ‘men with refpeét to each other, we may 


‘fot invade them. ‘Particularly, we may not deprive them of .. 
Tife, ‘except when. authorifed by fentence of the law_of the land,» 
~ or when Compelled to do it, in our own defence : nor of bodily” 
“members, health, eafe,or other enjoyment with like exception... 
Exod..xx.332 Thou pal act hill. Gal v.15. Uf ye tite and’ 
o devour one anither, take heed left-ye be confumed ang.of ansther. Nor. 
“So of chaftity, either with or without confent: becaufe, fo doing, 
we expofe ourfelves, or both ourfelves'and them, ‘to the curfe of 
God, who feeks a godly feed: and this, not only’by the a@ of © 
eontinence, but by filthy commnmication either in word orac- 


ion. Exod. xxi14. ‘Thou fhall net commit adulte 


i : 3 Cok an. 8. 
> But nove you alfa pat of all thefe, “anger §: urathy malicey 


boleten 


aes 


filthy communication cut of ‘your mouth.’ Nor of property ; either 
by robbery, theft, fraud, deceit, trefpafs, or abufe of law- 
Exod. xx. 15. Thou fkalt not fleal. Mark x. 19. Defraud mt. Nor 
deny them the truth to which they are entitled, either in our dai- 
<> ly intercourfe, or in bearing teftimony before any lawful tribunal. 
x Exod. xx. 16. Thou fhalt not bear falfe witnefs againf} thy neighbour. 
~ Nor defire or covet any thing that is théir’s: for the law of God 
reaches the heart, as well as the outward conduét.. Exod. xx. 
17. Theu foalt not covet thy neighbour's boufe, thow fhalt net covet thy 
neighonir s wife, nor his man fervant, nor his maid | fervant, nor his 
‘ox, nor his afs, nor any thing that is thy neighbour’. On the con- 
-y trary, we are bound, in all lawful ways, as we have opportunity, 
į © to defend and guard, the life, the honor, the property, the rep- _ - 
- wtation, and, ina word, all the rights of others, with like fin- =~ 
. cerity and affection as we would our own... .. a 
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- 2, TO LOVE our ENEMIES: ` This duty was never taught exi: 
cept in revelationand eminently by Chrift and his ‘difciplés and. > 


a har 


‘o by the ancient fages of Greece and Rome. It is however a duty 
‘altogether effential in the Chriftian. It is not to love them with 
complacence which is required, ifthere appear to be no moral 
goodnefs in them, for this alone is the objeét of complacencial 
affection : butit is to exercife benevolence, or goòd will tow- - 
ards them, as the creatures of God, ‘capable’of happinefs, and 
„whofe well being is as important as our own... The poffibility 
of. its exercife appears in the whole of: God’s gracious proceed- 
- ings with finful men, who have become enemies to him through 
wicked works. For. Ged fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten. Son, that whafcever believeth in him, might not- perifhy but ~ 
: have everlafting hfe. John iti. 16. *-And He commendeth bis love 
towards usy-in. that while we were yet finners Chrif died for us: < 
In loving our enemies we do but follow the example ef Chrift, 
- “who died for the ungodly : and whe, on ‘the crofs, prayed: for. 
his murderers, faying, Father, forgive them, for they know nat > 
what they do. Luke xxiii. 34. And. the motive sto this duty- + 
which Chrift fets before us is, that we say be the children of our 
Father wha is in Heaven, ‘who maketh his fun to rife on the evil and. 
„on the good, and fendeth rain on the juft and on the unjuj.. Mat. ¥. 45- 
~ g.i To LOVE OUR: country. It has been: faid by fome that ~ 
-patriotifm is not taught in the Bible: but this isa foul calumny, <- 
‘for it teaches whatever is effential to the common weal, 90+“ 
-This affeétion is exercifed- in preferring the true intereft of | 
he State:to any partial intereft, and in confenting, if. called to- 


As Magiftrates—in providing good laws—in diftributing impas= 


` followers, nor does it appear to have been fo much as thought of ° + 


t, to facrifice our all for its défence againft unjuft aggreihon. mo . 


o XR, 12., Ephe yk g. Eph. vi x. y Sam, vii: 


2 
tial juftice to the rich and to the poor—in proteéting all in their 
tights and guarding the common intereft and fafety. As Sub- 
jects—in promoting able and good men to the magiftracy, and 
affording them countenance and fupport—in repofing due con- 
fidence in them—in- obeying their ordinances for the Lord’s 
fake—in contributing: freely our juft proportion for the com- 
mon defence—in frowning upon fraud, violence and oppreffion 
and upon all difturbers’ of the common peace: “And whether 
as magiftrates or people—in refpeCting the rights of nations 
in regarding the faith of treaties; and in avoiding, as the 
greateft of evils, offenfive and unjuft war. z Sam. xxiii. 3- 
i Pet. it 17.' Tit. iit, te Roni,- xiii, 7. Heb. xii. -14, 


= = 4 As Hufbands, to love our wives, and not be bitter againft 
them’; to nourtfh and cherifh them even as the Lord the Church; 
to cleave to them in the marriage vows renouncing all others ; 
- to dwell with them according to knowledge, giving them honor 
as to the weaker veffel ; not to put them away except for for- 
nication ; for the Lord hateth putting away ; and with them to. 
walk in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, as 
fellow heirs of the grace of life, that our prayers be nothindred. | 
->As Wives, to reverence our hufbands; to obey them, in all- 
things lawful; to be helps meet for them ;.to dwell with and 
cleave to them in. the marriage vows; renouncing all others ; 
and not to depart from ‘them, except for, fornication. . And in 
both characters, to reciprocate offices of kindnefs; to bear each / 
others burdens ;. to participate in each other’s joys; and to 
cover each other’s faults with the mantle of charity. Col. ñi. 
19. Eph. v. 2g. 1 Peter iii. 7. © Mat.v. 32. Mal. iig ` 
Eph. v. 33.00 er oai S . o, 
17 §. AS PARENTS, to protect, provide for and nourifh our chik- 
“dren ; to educate them for their allotted ftation and {phere “of. 


life ; to itore their minds with ufeful knowledge and leffons of - >> 


prudence; to fit them to aét their parts well as members of 
` fociety ; to devote them early to God in baptifm; to bring 
~. them up ‘in the nurture and admonition ‘of the Lord; and, as” 
far as in us lies, to qualify them to be fupports ‘and ornaments. 
of the Church of Chri. c © ee’ pee Ipe 
, As Children, to obey'our parents'in the Lord, to treat them.’ < 
- with reverence; to give heed to their inftru€tions 3. to follow - 
their good examples; to cover their failings ;. to be true to 
their interefls ; to ferve them faithfully; and to prop and cher- 
ifh their declining years. 2 Cor. xii. r4: Prov. xxii 6. Geile: 
3.°. Gen. Ife. 


33, Prov, xxviii, 24. Tim, ve ges oo oe 
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6. As MASTERY to inftru@ our fervants in the dut r of their- 
ftate and calling ;.giving them that which is juft and equals. Bp 
forbearing threatning, knowing that we havea matter in heaven, 
with whom there is no refpect of perfons. oe > 


` As Servants to be fubje&t to our own matters with all fear,’ 

not only to the good and gentle, but alfo to the froward; not 
purloining, but with good will doing fervice, as unto God, and °> 
not unto men. Eph. vi. s—g. Col. ii. 22, 23, 24. iver, = 7 
j Titii. o, ro. 4 Pet. ii. 18, a ah Bos os 


: S 9. ÅS SUPERIORS, to treat our ‘inferiors with gentlenefs and | 
~~ condefcenfion; that our influence with them, to do them good, 


-not to be miniftered unto, but to minifter... Phil ii. 8. Mat. 

b IX 28e oA Wur ean o aiaa e aY 

“As Inferiors, to treat our fuperiors with refpe€t; to rife up” | 

>. before the hoary head; and to honor the face of the old man. ~ 
io Levit. xix. 32. And, as Equals to treat one another with mu=- ~ 

tual complacency and courtefy. ..1 Pet. ii. 8. 

8. As NEIGHBOURS; to avoid tattling, tale-bearing and ftrife 3 

~~ to rejoice with thofe who rejoice; and weep: with thofe who 

weep; to adminifter comfort and relief to the fick; confolation 

4. to the mourners; charity-to the poor; reproof to the vicious 

$ counfel to the ignorant; afliftance to the unfortunate ; to be 

“so juftin our intercourfe; to do good and lend; and, in general, to + 

< be emulous in the offices of friendfhip.- 1 Tim. vi.18, Jam. i. 

27- Gal. vi. ro. Tim. v.13. | we Ek 

f g- As MEMBERS OF A FAMILY, confidered as a fociety or com- 

* munity, the malter or head of the family is bound to act asa- ~ 
king, and as a prieft, in his own houfe, according to the will of °° 
"Aga king, to enjoin’on his houfeheld, what is ft and reafon- 
"able, as rules of conduét fuited ‘to. their retpective relation and © 
ù | gondition, and to enforce obedience under {uitable penaltics. 

-.- Hufband and-wife, where that relation exilts, are the united 
head of the family, and have a concurrent authority over the- 
children and domeftics., Col. iii. .20.°-Exod, xx..12. -The 

"`: yeafonable- commands. of the latter are -equally obligatory as 

= thofe of the former : nor can the hufband oppofe or reftrain the 

lawful authority of the wife, without being. chargeable with ty- 

‘Tanny and injuttice.: Sull, as the hufband is- the bead of the... 

< wife, it does not become her to contend with him, by dire op- 

< -pofition to his will, even for her rights ; but rather to fubmit to: : 
injury with patience, contenting herfelf with applications to his 
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underftanding and confeience, in the fight of God. Eph. v: 23. 


. The.defign of all: government is to make every one feel the 


‘gelation in which he flands ‘to the community, and to compel 


him to conduét as becomes that relation. -. If.this can be effect- 


ed by force of rational motives, all pains and penalties. are both 


‘unneceflary and tyrannical; if otherwife, recourfe muft be had 


$ i to them. In the government of a family, the rod of correétion, 
`a for children who cannot otherwife be brought toa proper, tem- 


per and conduct, is- often _indifperifiblé. ‘Prov. xiii. 24. The 
application of the, rod fhould  always:be fuch; as to make the 


Aubje& feel itto be an expreffion of good will, in him who ap- ` 
plies it... If,- after fufficient trial, it -be found to produce nos 
good effe&t, recourfe muft-be had to means more efficacious, ori 


Beter calculated. to*operate: on his hopes and fears; and the 
point muft never be yielded, till it, becomeszneceflary to, deliver 


him over to the more powerful arm of, the magiftrate, ; as Ancor- . 
rigible.- Deut. XXi 20; .2Te. p ee 


“Families well difciplined and’ intruded are ` pillars of oth 
= Church and State.s “or, the ‘nurferies. fron: which, from age to 
“sage, both are “fupplied with ufeful members ; fach as will, in 


their feveral ftations and conditions, feek the common. good, ` by 
a faithful difcharge. of their refpećtive duties. Licentious fami- 


lies, on the contrary, are the nurferies of irreligion and vice; _ 


and the fource of moft of the wickednefs and mifery which have 


„hitherto deluged the “earth and filled it with violence: “Hence 
ithe i importance of family g government is ineflimable ; and the ref- 

“gos ponfibility of parents and “heads of families incalculable. ‘Prov. “ 
“axl. 6.. Trein upa chi ild i in the way be fee 8 and when hei is 


eld be will not depart fa from it. 


- Asa prieft, to inftruc ‘thofe under his care; ‘according to their ; o 
age and capacity, their-duty to God, as-their:Creator and Pre- 


ferver; to Chrilt’as their Redeemer ; to their. parents and 


governors; to their brethren and fifters, and other members of |” 
-the family ; to themfelves and to all around thémy as they are. ~” 
“varioufly related to fociety or to the Church of Chrift; to Teady 
--orcaufe to be read, the holy feriptures:and other books of in-: 
‘: firuion, and to explain and inculcate the truths they contain, re 


as their capacity is ableto bear them 5 3 to exhibit an example, ‘in 


word and deed, worthy of imitation 3 to-afk the bleiling of God. 
poi before, ‘and re tum. bin: :thanks after, {lated meals ; 3 to-read or- 

_ caufe to be read a portion of the feriptures daily before his af- , 
fembled houfehold,-and -to pray with:them,: morning and'eve= |. 
ing, with confeffion of fin, and thankfgiving f fort mercies, daily a 


eceived. Deut.vie ye 


ore 


Ne 


. * The children ang Hervant ia sation to o thie repelir "düs n : 


of the family, and-not abfent themfelves, for the fake of bufi- x Bal 


nefs, unlefs of. urgent ‘neceflity,. much lels for the fake of com- 


pany ór diverfion.;.For.the fame reafons which make it proper 


for the head. of the family to lead in fuch: fervice, render ‘it: 


_ equally proper for them to attend and unite in it. Eph. y vis 18. , 


enx 25e 


‘to. AS MEMBERS OF THE Curistran CHURCH we eftand rez 7 


lated as Paftor and Church, and as private brethren. 


i 
1 
| © Jt is the duty of the Paftor to feed the flock of God, which 
| -he has purchafed with his own blood ; ‘to preach the word 3: to 
give himfelf to reading, to meditation, to doétrine ; to declaré- 
| the whole counfel of Godżto-the people of his charge, as they 
“may be able to bear it ; to be'inftant in feafon and out of feafon; 
to reprove; rebuke, exhort, with all long-fuffering and dogtrine; 
| 
) 


* to vifit and pray with the fick; to adminifter confolation: to the.. 


_affli&ted; and, as ambaffadors for. Chrift, -to béfeech men, in 


Chrift’s Read, to be reconciled to God... Alfo, to adminifter tha~ > 
| facraments of baptifm and the Lord’s. fupper,, on proper ¢ occas U 
© fions, to the proper fubjects ; ; to admit new members, who ap- `- 
pear duly qualified, into the Church;..on their public. profeflion `` 
of faith in Chrift and obedience to him; with the confent of the 


A brethren; and with like confent; to exercife the difcipline of 
.. Chrift’s houfe, on fuch as are duly convicted ‘of fcandal ox of- 


S fence, unto excommunication, in the name and by ‘authority, of 
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| ties already explained, are bound to ‘attend the religi ous fervice 
i 


» the Great Head of the Church; to affift in forming and organi- 


“zing Churches—in the ordination of Preibyteries—in the dif 


` cipline of neighboring Churches in his conneétion—and;-in genso 7: 


_ eral, in advancing and. {preading the -gofj el of. the ‘kingdom. —, 
SI Pet. ve de 2 Tim: iv. 2. 1.Tim. AWE 136 3 ; 

SA Mat. xxviii. -19 
bg AQs xv. z fa XVE TS. 


. 


~ becaufe they watch for fouls as they that muft give ‘account; to 


them; to encourage their hearts and ftrengthen their hands in 
» the good work which the’ Holy Ghoit has committed to them, 
by counfel, alfiftance and co-operation; and by diligent and 


xiii. 17. 1 Cor. ix. 14. Heb. Xs 250. 


‘As related’ to ‘each other we are bound tow athe over O 
another; ; to admonifh one another in love 5 to {peak often 6n 
+ to another. of the things of God; zato. bear one another's burdens; 


“Te is ‘our duty. as members; i in elation to. the Paftor, to “obey: o 
- them that have the rule over usp. efteeming them worthy of | 
~ double honor, efpecially thofe who labor in word a and dodtrine 5 a 


‘provide for their fupport, as God has profpered us ; to pray for - : 


> faithful attendance on their miniltry, 1 Tim vipo He, ag 
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‘to exercife mutual charity and forbearance 3 and to deat with 
“~. éach other, in cafe of offence, according to the rules of the gof-- 
pel. 1 Cor. xii. 25. Col. iti. 16. Mal. iii. 16. Col. ili. 13, 


a4. Mat. xviii. 15,:16, I7- ` 


_ CHAPTER XXL... 


o.i Of the Church—its officers—its difcipline. 


HE term, Church, in aJarge fenfe, means the general 

Re affembly of all thofe, of every age and nation, who are ' 
‘tedeemed to God by the blood of Chrift, and effectually called 

by his grace.” In this fenfe, the Church is compofed of two 

parts; the Church triumphant confifting of the fpirits of juft.. 
men made perfeét in heaven ; and the Church: militant confift- 
ing of thofe who have not -yet accomplifhed: their warfare on 
earth. -It is called the Zion of God; the City of the living 
God ;: the heavenly Jerufalem 3. the Jerufalem which is above; 
and the General Afembly and Church of the firft born, who 
are written in heaven. Heb. xii. 22,23. Gal. iv. 26.. This 
is the only fociety of men which jhall exift forever; and it is.” 
that, for which all other focieties are raifed up, for a time fup- 


ported, and at daft deftroyed. Mat. xvi. 18. ' Hai; xiii. 4.— T 


|- This fociety alone enjoys true freedom; - becaufe, this alone is 
a€tuated, in a-fufficient- degree, by that charity which is the - 
“bond of perfeétnefs and peace. Gal. iv. 26. She is the mother 


“of all true Chriftians. The Church militant travails in birth 


‘with them, and when they are born, fhe nourifhes them with the 
`- fincere milk of the word; is folicitous for. their welfare, and . 
<; exercifes a parental watch and difcipline.over them; and the 
Church triumphant feels, at leaft, an equal intereft im their birth 
and nurture. Gal..iv..19, 26. 1 Peter ii. 2. Mat. xvii 17, $; 
18. Rev. xia, 2... But, < Co ae 


Eng. The term is frequently ufed, in a more’ limited fenfe, to 
| denote any competent number of profeffing Chriftians who have 
covenanted tobe the Lord’s, and to walk together in all the com- 
< mandments and ordinances of the Lord; and who -can, and in~ 
the name of Chrift do, afemble on the Lord’s day, and on other 
occafions duly appointed, for the public worthip of God, and for 


<a communion with God, and with one another, in the word and 


ordinances of the gofpel. Thus we read of the Churches of 
; Galatia, of the Church in the Cities of Rome, Corinth, Ephefus, «:~ 


T &ey and in the Village of Cenchrea. Again, 


3- The term feems to be ufed, fometimes for. a numberof. 
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particular’ Churches. in connection. ‘The Church at Jerufalem 


in the’ time-‘of the Apoftles eonfifted of many.thoufands, who - 


muft have met for divine fervice in‘ feparate congregations or 
affemblies, but the whole body of believers in‘ that City are cal- 
led she Church, as may be feen A€ts xy. 4,22. i i 


<4. The orders in the Church, in the Apoftolic age, were nue 


merous; to wit, Apoftles, Prophets, Teachers, Miracles, Gifts 


of healing, Helps, Governments, Diverfities of tongues, Interpre- 
tation of tongues. - Of thefe, Apoftles have no fucceffors— 
Prophets, miracles, gifts of healing, diverfities of tongues and 
interpretation of tongues have long fince ceafed, with the occa- 


~. Gons which-rendered them ufeful and neceffary. - There remain 
“only teachers, helps, and governments. 1 Cor. xii. 28. - 


g. TEACHERS are otherwifé called Bifhops or Elders; all 
which are different names of the fame office. :--Elders are called 


ee Bithops, A&s xx. 17, 28. And from. Miletus he [Paul] fent to 


| Ephefus, and called for the Elders of the Church, and in his exhor- 
_ tation-tothem he fays; Take heed, therefore, to yourfelues, and to. 
all the. flocks, over which the Holy Ghoft hath made you OPFER- 


SEERS, in the original, BzsHoPs. Aloin Tit. i. 5, 6, 7. For 


| this caufe-teft L-thee in Crete, that thou fbouldef fet in order the 


things that are wanting, and ordain ELDERS in every City. If 


_ any be tlamelefs, e. For a BISHOP muff be blamelefs. “Alfo in 


x Pet. v..1, 2. The ELpers which are among you I exhort, 
who amalfo an Elder, &c. Feed the flock of God aubich is among 
you TAKING THE OVERSIGHT, Be. -In the original, exercifing ~ 
the office of a Biftop. om i en as > oo 


6. Herps.. Ifany office different from thofe now known ia“ 


` the Church is marked by this word, it muft be uncertain what 


‘that office is, and confequently, whether the reafons for it fill 


. _exift; but if a known office is defignated by it, it mult be that 


of Deacon. “The duties of this office originally belonged to: the. 
Apoftles and Elders, and .were, -by divine direction, fevered. 


< a+ from their more important duties, to the end, they might give 


ments, 


is wholly omitted. . oe 


= ‘themfelves continually to prayer and to the miniftry of the word, 


and in this view, the office of Deacon is aptly defignated by the 
term Helps. That this is the true meaning of the term feems the . 
more probable, becaufe, in the enumeration of the officers of the 
Church, feveral others, befides this, are pointed out by terms ex- 


| _ preflive of the nature and objeét of the offices themfelves, 


and net by appropriate names; as“ teachers, miracles, govern- 
and others ; and becaufe, in a formal recital, the office of 
-Deacon-which is agreed to be one, if not intended by this term, 


The firt who exercifed this ofice were chofen by the breth- : 
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ren of the Church at Jerufalem, and were fet before the Apoftles, 
and by them were fet apart to office, by prayer and impofition 
ofhands. They were men of honeft report, and full of the Holy 
Ghoft and wifdom. 0 e E AD Ss 


Their duty is defcribed to be to ferve tables; or to diftribute 

the ftock or common property. of .the Church to widows and 

other indigent: members who had not fufficient means of fup- 

„port; for which purpofe it was. committed to their cuftody 

and management. . Aéts vi. 1—6... As Deacons they have no 

authority to teach. publicly, .or to exercife any other part of the 

_ office of Elder. It behoves. them. to be grave, fincere, tempe- 

rate, difinterefted, found in the ‘faith, chafte, and to rule their 
own houfe well. 1 Tim. iii. 812,05 os 


:4, GOVERNMENTS. Under this term are comprifed all who 
bear rule inthe Church, That fome are fet to bear rule in the 
Church appears from 1 Cor. xii. 28. aforecited: from 1 Tim. 
v.t7. Let the Elders that rule well be counted worthy of double 
honor. From Heb, xiti. 7. Remember them which. have the rule | 

over sou, who bave fpoken unto you thé word of God. 17. Obey 
` them that have the rule over you, and fubmit yourfelves, for they 
watch for your fouls as they that muff. give account. Tt equally ap- 


- -pears from the three paflages laft cited, that the perfons fet to - - 


rule are the Elders. The fame appears from John xx. 23.— 
W bofe. foever fins ye remit they are remitted ; and whofe foever fins 
ye retain they are retained, But in the exercife of this power by 
the Elders, thé” concurrence of the Church feems. requifite.— ~ 
xCor.v. 4, 52° In the name of cur Lord Fefus Chrif, when ye be 

: gathered together, and my fpirit, with, the power of our Lord Fefus 

Chrif, to deliver fuch an one unto Satan, 13. Therefore put away 
from among yourfelves that wicked perfon: And the punifhment | 
-infliGed, in cafe of offence, is, in a qualified fenfe, the at of -. 
the Church. 2 Cor. ii. 6. Sufficient to fuch a man is this punifhe 
ment, which was infliéted of many.- Yt feems ‘not eflential that the 
‘Elders fet to rule in the Church -fhould, -in every cafe, exercife 

. «the office’of a Paftor or Teacher. x Tim. v. 17. -Let the Elders 

«that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, efpecially they wha 


-labor in word and do€trine..--.- 
1m: 8. The difcipline of offenders,-duly adminiftered, is the a& 

ofthe Great Head of the Church. Its object is to reclaim and ~ 
-reftore them by bringing them to repentance... As an att of the . 
© Charchit is an expreflion of good will to the fubje€t, and of : 
«obedience to Chrift. > It partakes not of the nature of vindiGive 
~.,punifhment; but its end.is the deftru€tion of the fleth,-thatthe _ 
< Spirit may be faved, in the day of the Lord Jefus.... 1 Cor. ¥..43 > 


g. The. difcipline ‘of the Church: -is exercifed in. a firit and 


z fecond admonition, and if thofe prove ineffeCtual to gain. the of- 


~~ fending brother, and he be duly convicted, i in excommunication, 
Mat. xviii. 15, 16, 17. “Tit. ili. 10.- 


“to. . Excommunication does not diffolve the connection be- 


z tween the Church and the offender, as‘a brother ; but it excludes 


him, while impenitent, from the communion of ‘the Church, in 


1, all Chriftian ordinances; particularly, in the facraments of Bap- 


~ tifm and the Lord’s fupper.. But the duty of the Church. to ad- 
monith him asa brother ftillremains. 1 Cor. v: 1 1, 2 Thes.i ill. rg. 


11. No member of the Church ought to keep company with- 


% am excommunicated brother; in fuch manner, as is calculated to 


{how complacenecy*in him, or approbation of his charaQter or 
condud, nor even to eat with. him. at acommon table ; becaufe 


thig will defeat one main defi git of excommunicationy. "which i is. 
that the offender-may be afhamed. 2'Thes. iii. 14. This role, * 


~.. however, muft not be conftrued to fupercede the due difcharge of. 


relative duties which any member may owe to him, or the. duties “ 


, of kindnefs or charity, becaufe he is not to be treated as an ene-- 
~ my. E Corvette. 2'Thes. i iii, 1S... fe D woe 


12. The offences’ which’ demand the cenfures of the Charch 


are herefy, fchifm, fornication, covetoufnels, idolatry, railings: 


drunkennefs, extortion, eating the bread of idlenefs, and other 


fuch like ‘crimes, which are a {candal to the Chriftian profeffion, - 


: sanda ftumbling-block to thofe who are without. Tit. iii. 10. 


p 


i Rom: xvi. i 17 Cor. v Vee - 2 Thes. -ïi 14e 


converfion of others: : Without i ita Church i is a candle on ana 
bufhel; it is falt ‘without a favour, a and, fit neither. for the > land, 
nor. yet for the dung hill. ` a 


, He startet a ears to hear let him hear. Revi ii. 20. Like l l 
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ADDRESS TO: THE READERS. ` 


SBE eee H 


E have now, agreeably to the direction of the Miffionary 


Society of Conneéticut, prefented you witha Summary: . + 
of Chriftian doétrines and duties, in our apprehenfions agreea- 


ble to the oracles of God. ‘They are in our view neceflary to 
be believed and. pra€tifed, that men may be found Chriftians, 


E3 


and inherit eternal life.. How. neceffary and important it Is, in. © 


the view of the Miffionary Society and of their ‘Truftees, that 
you fhould be found in the faith, fettled and_immoveably fixed 
in the belief of the doétrines. and. duties of Chriftianity, and 
that-your practice fhould be conformable to them, -you will be 


able, in fome meafure, to determine from the direCtion of the . 


‘Society, and the confequent labor and expenfe which. we have , 
been at to compefe, print, and tranfmit this Summary to yous, . 


Weare perfuaded that what’ men believe will have 2 com 
manding influence on their pratice, prefent comfort, and eter- 
nalhappinefs. And that the true dodtrines of the gofpel, above. 
all others, are mighty through God to the pulling down of ftrong, 
holds, cafting down imaginations, and every high thing that. 


exalteth itfelf againit the knowledge of God, and bringing into _ 


captivity every. thought to the obedience. of Chrift.: And that: ~ 


your morals will be good in proportion to the foundnefs and . 
meafure of your faith. And we are of the opinion that ‘a Sum- . 
-mary of Chriftian doctrines and duties-may be more neceffary- 


and important for you, and your children, than fer people in 


- the old fettlements, whert the gofpel is conftantly preached, `- 


and the ordinances ftatedly adminiftered 5 where there are much’ 
greater advantages for {chooling, than you can enjoy’; and 
where books on doétrinal points are more common, and- may’ 


be more eafily obtained. ‘We have therefore wifhed and labor- . 
„ed; as far as in our power, to be helpers of your faith and to res 


lieve thofe difficulties. At-the fame time, we by no means 
with, that your faith fhould ftand in the wifdom of men, but 
in the power of God. + We therefore intreat you, dear breth- 


er thefe things are fo. | Try every do€trine by this fure word 


~< of prophecy ; and let it in all things dire& and_govern’your 
faith and practice. This is the divine dire€tion: To the lawand  __ 


to the teitimony 5 if they fpeak not according to this word, it 


$ 1 Cornii g. F Adts xvii. in 


_.ren, like the noble Bereans, to fearch the fcriptures daily wheth- l 
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is becanfe there is no light in them. *, We befeech you theree, 
„fore to.give the moft earneft heed unto the things we have wat 
-oten to you. „Examirk every-article by the word, and‘as far as 


you fhall find it to correfpond with that, let it be adopted as an. 


. article of -your faith. Teach it alfo to thofe under your care. 
* that they alfo may be nourifhed up in the words of fund doca 


trine; [f you fhould give but a fuperficial attention to thefe 
great points of doctrine, you will not only lofe the benefit which 


we have defigned you and your children, and ill requite our be~ 


nevolent labors and purpofes; but you will finsagainft God, 


; againft yourfelves, and -againft the fruit of your own bodies. , 


. But-in proportion. as you zealoufly attend to the doctrines of 


our holy religion, fearch the fcriptures, and imbibe the truth, 


from x convi€tion that it is divinely taught, you will confult. 


» your own ‘happinefs and that of your children, the thore happi- 


ly will you. anfwer our defign in this Summary, and conform 
yourfelves to the divine will. ‘The more entirely you fhall prac» 
tife the. duties. which it fuggefis under the like convi€tion, and in 


© obedience to the fupreme will, the greater will be your. prefent = 
_ peace and ufefulnefs, and your future, eternal reward. cee 


“That you may do thefe duties with the greateft eafe and to the 


+> beft advantage, let the words which God hath commanded be ir.. 


your hearts, and let the word of Chrift dwell-in you richly, im 


-; all wifdom.§ ‘This will enable you to judge with greater acce~ 
“ racy concerning the truth, and the better to diftinguifh between | 

© that-anderror. It wili more effe€tually prevent your being car- 

«nied about with every wind of doctrine. _ It will enable you with 


~ greater eafe, and to better advantage, to inftruét your children 


` der, peace and profperity of your fettlements. 7" 


© ing of God againft them, 


7. cern you, in conformity to the di 


edge: becaufe thou haft rejected knowledge, 


and others under your care, in the truth. This: is of the higheft 
imaginable importance to yourfelves and to’ them, and td the of 


If a people will fuffer themfelves to be unprincipled, and thofé 
under their care to grow up in the fame ftate, they generally will 
bea people without good morals, and it will termmatein their ~ 
fhame andruin. It willbring the fame complaint and threaten« 
. which he uttered againft his own - 
le are deftrayed for lack of knowl- -` 
I will alfo reje ` 


thee. That this may not be your unhappy cafe, and efpecially 
that of your children, in what a peculiar manner does it con~ 
vine precepts, that the words 
6fthe faw fhould be in your heart, and that ye fhould teach them 
diligently to your children ?. That ye fheuld talk. of them: 


covenant people. .. My peop 


when. ye fit im the houfe, and when ye walk by the way, and 


T V Thiigh viii 20, $- Cok iii 16: f Hofa iv. 6. 
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when ye lie down, and when ye rife up ?* This will make you 
and the. generation rifing up under your care, like: Apollos, 
mighty in the fcriptures. This’ will give you great dignity and’ 

influence in your families. It will caufe your faces to fhine be- 
fore men, and make you eminently ufeful in fociety. It. will be 
afource of edification and comfort to yourfelves and others. © ` 

< You will readily perceive, that thefe duties, which are always , 

of the higheft importance to men, in all circum{tances, are more 
fo to you, and to all. under your care, on the account of your 

- difadvantages with refpeét to fchooling, your want of the con- , 
ftant preaching of- the word,” and by reafon of the fcarcity of ` 

: good books among you. Thefe deficiencies can be made up to's 

- yourfelves, and efpecially to your children only, hy your more g 

~ than ordinaty attention to the fcriptures, and to the do€trines’ 
and duties which they inculcate, and by your uncommon. dili- 
gence and faithfulnefs in teaching them to your children, and’ 
young people. This will fhow your faithfulnefs to God and 

-to them; and do them and ages to come the moft effential fer- `. 

Vices. ` It will be one of the moft effe€tual means of uniting” | 
“you in the faith, and order of the gofpel, and of facilitating’ the-= 
fettlement and fupport: of the gofpel miniftry among you. ‘It 
“will do honor to God, and be the means of your and your: chil-" 
dren’s prefent and future edification, ufefulnefs, dignity and 
happinefs. wo ad dag hoe BYS Boma pte 


nan 


22 While we fuggeft thefe things to your moft, ferious ‘confider- 
_ation, and you have this ocular evidence of our labors and con-" 
cern for you, we - perfuade- ourfelves you will kindly receive our ` * 
_ warm and preffing exhortations, that you zealoufly and faithfully 
` attend to the momentous duties we have been recommending. 
We befeech you, dear brethren, not only to know the doétrines ~ 
“and duties of religion, but to reduce’them to conftant practice. ^ 
:-We récommend the words: of our: bleffed Saviour, and of his 
holy Apottle, relative to. this point to your ferious attention. | If 
ye know thefe things, happy are. ye if ye do them. _ Be ye. > 
hearers of the word and not doers only, deceiving yourfelyes.—: 
-Wheto looketh into the perfe& law of liberty, and continueth’ 
_ therein, he being not'a forgetful hearer, but doer of the work, 
“fhall be bleffed in his deeds.} We muft practice well no -lefs. <- 
than believe well, that we may be happy. Without holinefs no 
no man can fee the Lord. We are all acting for eternity... Our: 
‘c: > days are flying rapidly to aclofe.. Our harveft will foon be pat, 
and our fummer ended. °God’s eye is upon you, and. he will... 
=c -svitnefs for us, -how. we have inftruéted and entreated, warned. 
"and counfelled you, and how you have regarded our counfels and ~ 
Deut. vi 8.. John xii. 17. James iago, 2 8 
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entreaties, and he will give every man according to his works. | 
We befeech you, therefore, beloved brethren, by thefe weighty”: 
confiderations, for the fake of your ewn fouls, for the good of 

» your children, and for the fake of ages yet unborn, for the peace > = 
_.and profperity of Zion and the happinefs of the nation, that ye... 
` would be Chriftians indeed; and that ye would grow in grace, =o S07 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. We 

‘urge you by the command and mercies of God, by the folemni- 

» ties of death and final judgment. Yea, if there be any confola- : 

= tion in Chrift, if any comfort of love, if any fellowfhip of the ° 

-> fpirit, if any bowels and mercies, fulfil ye our joy; that ye be - 

~ like minded, to believe and obey the gofpel, that ye have the 


-. fame love, being of one accord, cf one mind. 
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